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Thousands Fleeing 
Ohio River Floods, 
Worst Since 1937 


Schools, Factories, Mines 
Closed, Cities Menaced 
By Mounting Water 


NEW YORK, March 7 (UP)—The 
Ohio River, swollen by a 24-hour 
cloudburst, has forced thousands of 
families between Pittsburgh and 
Louisville to flee their homes in 
what threatens to be the worst flood 
since 1937. 

Thousands of schools, war plants 
and coal mines have been shut down 
and transportation paralyzed. 

The American Red Cross and ci- 
vilian defense agencies have evacu- 
ated between 5,000 and 6,000 fami- 
lies. The Coast Guards were called 
into action in Ohio and veterans of 
the Pacific war were aiding in evac- 
uation work at Parkersburg, West 
Virginia. 

Colder weather was predicted to- 
day but not sufficient to check the 


flood. 

The industrial city of Portsmouth 
stood in the worst situation with 
40,000 residents waiting behind a 
60-foot flood wall that has failed 
twice before in the city’s history. 
The water was crawling up at the 
rate of three inches an hour and 
has only two feet to go before slop- 
ping over into the downtown busi- 
ness district. Merchants have al- 
ready moved their stocks to the 
second floors. 

At Pittsburgh where the Al- 
legheny and Monongahela _ con- 
verge to form the Ohio River there 
is five feet of water over the flood 
Stage and the city’s north side has 
been evacuated. Water.is rising at 
five inches an hour with a 33-foot 
level predicted for today, threaten- 
ing to flood a wider area. Flood 
pumps have been working at full 
Speed throughout the night. 

Town halls, churches, YMCAs and 
libraries have been converted into 
refugee centers. 

Industrial plants at Canonsburg, 
Washington and Pittsburgh have 
been closed. 

In West Virginia, Gov. Clarence 
Meadows today alerted the State 
Police and relief agencies to aid in 
evacuating hundreds of families. 

The rail, trolley and bus services 
to Wheeling have been suspended 
and war plants and schools closed 
as the city was warned to expect 
& 43-foot crest by nightfall. 

All the eastern Ohio coal mines 
have been forced to close either be- 
cause they have beers flooded or be- 
cause transportation has been 
Paralyzed. 

The American Bridge Co. at Am- 
bridge, Pa., employing about 10,- 
000 workers, prepared to close its 
Shipyards. Steel mills and coal 
mines throughout the eastern part 
of the state were expected to dis- 
continue work momentarily. 

In southern Indiana more than 
1,000 people were driven from their 
homes as the waters of the Ohio, 
Wabash and White rivers spilled 
from the banks. Half of Aurora, 








Nazis Report Great New 
Red Army Offensive 
East Of Berlin 


MOSCOW, March 7—While 
Soviet planes and long range ar- 
tillery pounded the eastern ap- 
proaches of Stettin today, there 
were unconfirmed reports from 
Berlin that the Red Army had 
launched a large-scale offensive 
on the Oder front due east of 
the German capital. 

According to the German High 
Command comm ue s af- 
ternoon, Marshal George Zhukov’s 
big guns prefaced the push on 
both sides of Kustrin, miles 
east of the capital, with a 24-hour 
barrage. 

In Pomerania, east and north- 
east of Stettin, the Red Army’s 
tanks, cavalry and mobile in- 
fantry swept the Nazis from their 














last footholds in the western sec- 
tors of the province, according to 
the Associated Press. 

Marshal Konstantin Rokossov- 
sky’s troops made rapid strides to- 
ward Danzig. According to Marshal 
Stalin’s second Order of the Day 
tonight, the 2nd White Russian 
Army Group seized Starogard, 25 
miles south of the Baltic port, and 
Gniew, 35 miles to the south, Both 
towns in the Polish Corridor were 
described as German strongholds. 
In his first Order of the Day, 


(Continued on page 8) 


Cologne's Great Church 
Only Slightly Damaged 


COLOGNE, March 7 (AP)—Col- 
ogne’s famous cathedral, Germany’s 
finest — of decorated Gothic, 
suffered only slight damage during 
three years of bombardments that 
virtually flattened Cologne. 

Andy Rooney, Stars and Stri 
reporter, said from a position wit 

50 yards of the cathedral that "it 
oT to be only slightly dam- 
aged.” . 

There was no glass in the win- 








(Continued on page 3) 


minute artillery barrage in which 
225 rounds per minute. 


before the Po Plains. 


the guns fired a combined total of 


At 1800 hours today, 14 objectives had been seized and secured, 
and the better part of two German battalions had already passed 
through the division’s PW cages. In round numbers, more than 1,000 
Krauts have been captured thus far, with as many listed as dead and 
wounded. American casualties have been relatively light. 

The division now has a salient shaped like an equilateral triangle, 
stretching roughly four miles across the base from Mt. Delle Croce on 
the right to the town of Monte Forte, lying southwest of stately Mt. 
Grande d’Aiano, which forms the apex. 

Jumping off from the high ground they seized and consolidated 
against fierce German counterattacks late last month, the fast- 
moving doughboy mountaineers now hold every dominating promontory 


Fighter bombers flew sorties every half hour, blasting German 
(Continued on page 8) 





ROME, March 7—Premier Ivanoe 
Bonomi’s Italian Government was 
expected late this afternoon to sur- 
vive the grave crisis brought on by 
the escape of Lt. Gen. Mario Roatta, 
on trial as a war criminal, and by 
the violence yesterday in which one 
man was killed and 12 were injured. 
There was a turbulent cabinet 
meeting this morning at the Vim- 
inale Palace, seat of the Govern- 
ment. An armed guard, consisting 
of two companies of police and 
several tanks, was thrown around 
the building, and rigid control was 
maintained over all those who en- 
tered the palace. 

Bonomi and his cabinet were 
faced with a resolution adopted 
last night by the Communist party 
demanding "a radical change of 
policy and energetic measures 
against Fascists and their abettors.” 
Acceptance of these demands was 
a condition for further Communist 
participation in the Government 
coalition of four parties. 

Th’ leaders of the four parties 
represented in the Government met 
at 4:00 PM and drafted a declara- 
tion on internal policy. This pro- 
gram was taken before the full cab- 
inet early in the evening. 

It was understood that these were 
the main points of the agreement: 
Rt To reaffirm the present coali- 
t 





dows, he said, "but the great spires 
are still intact.” 


on. 
2. To pledge a vigorous internal 





| Colonel Acquitted In Mercy Killing 





KUNMING, March 7 (ANS)—An 
Officer at a forward American air- 
base who fired two mercy bullets 
into the head of a flier hopelessly 
trapped in a wrecked and burning 
Plane was acquitted recently of 
voluntary manslaughter, a delayed 
Associated Press dispatch revealed 
today. 

The generat court martial of 
Seven colonels, drawn from the 

-S. 14th Air Force and associated 
Service organizations, returned the 
verdict after hearing ten witnesses 
oad together one of the most soul- 
defere episodes of the war. The 
te endant was a 31-year-old lieu- 
of ant colonel and the commander 

@ fighter group and veteran of 
in air missions as well as the ~ank- 

8 officer at the base. The \ictim 





was a 20-year-old sergeant gunner 
in a B-29 bomber. 

No names were given in this dis- 
patch and presumably censorship 
withheld them. The incident oc- 
curred Jan. 18, and two other crew 
members of the five-man crew were 
killed in the crash which resulted 
when the craft overshot the runway 
on returning from its mission 
against the enemy. 

Witnesses said rescuers reached 
the wreckage almost immediately 
and found that three men were in 
the flight compartment at the time. 
They were the pilot, co-pilot and 
sergeant gunner in the top turret. 
The co-pilot was killed in his chair 
and. the pilot seriously injured. 
However, both were removed as the 
flames spread through the plane. 

As many as six men braving the 





gasoline flames from the broken 
wing tank took hold of the ser- 
geant’s arms and shoulders at one 
time, and tried to pull him free 
but he was. pinioned tightly. 

His crushed legs were caught be- 
hind the armor plate backing of 
the co-pilot’s seat and the wreckage 
had folded in upon his legs when 
the right wing dug into the ground. 
Witnesses said a long effort would 
have been necessary to cut away the 
metal snapped in on the sergeant’s 
lower legs like the jaws of a bear- 
trap and physicians could not get 
into position to amputate. 

It was testified that the rescuers 
actually tried to pull the trapped 
man’s body from the crushed legs 
but did not have the strength. All 
hope of rescue had been given up. 


(Continued on page 8) 








Bonomi Cabinet Weathers 
Impact Of Roatta Incident 


policy, especially in the purge. 

3. To leave open a door for the 
return of the Socialist and Action 
nh into the Government coali- 
tion. 

This morning’s cabinet meeting 
agreed on two measures that helped 
to relieve the tension. The office 
of Italian Military Intelligence, of 
which Roatta had been chief in 
Mussolini’s regime, was placed un- 
der direct control of the War Min- 
ister. General Brunetto Brunetti 
was appointed head of the Cara- 
binieri Corps in place of the dis- 
missed General Taddeo Orlando. 

As chief of the Carabinieri, which 
had the assignment of guarding 
Roatta, the cabinet held Orlando 
responsible for the general's escape. 
Orlando, it was pointed out, had 
been chief of staff for Roatta and, 
like Roatta, was wanted by the 
Yugoslav Government for trial as 
a war criminal. 

A tally of the damage done in 
esterday’s conflict between Cara- 
inieri and demonstrators showed 
two British soldiers, a Police offi- 
cer, four Carabinieri, an Italian 
policeman and three Italian news- 
papermen had been injured. The 
reporters were two men from SI, 
Roman news agency, and a repre- 
sentative of Italia Nuova, monarch- 
ist paper. 

The dead man, killed in yester- 
day’s trouble, will be buried tomor- 
row. No demonstration is expected 
in connection with the funeral. 

Roatta, source of the trouble, is 
still at large. The Vatican denied 
officially th.’ the fugitive had 
taken refuge in premises under its 
iurisdiction. 

Allied observers believed that 
Roatta was in hiding somewhere in 
Rome. They discounted the flock 


(Continued on Page 2) 





5. Carolina State Senate 
Abolishes Dollar Poll Tax 


COLUMBIA, S. C., March 7 (UP) 
—With one dissenting ballot the 
South Carolina State Senate last 
night voted the abolition of the 
State’s one dollar poll tax as a 
requirement for voting. 

The resolution to amend the 
constitution to keep the tax as a 
revenue measure but to sever its 
connection with the ballot box 
was approved, 





U. S. 3rd Threatens Coblenz; 
Russian Guns Pound Stettin 


10th Mountain Smashes 
4 Miles Through Krauts 


By Cpl. MEL DIAMOND 
Staff Correspondent 
WITH THE 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION, March 4 (Delayed)— 
The combined forces of this new 5th Army division were still smashing 
through German defenses tonight more than four miles beyond the 
points from which the attack was launched yesterday at 0700 hours. 
The operation was the 5th Army’s greatest effort since the end 
of the Gothic Line campaign last November. The attack started across 
the jagged shell of Mt. Torraccia and was preceded by an intense 20- 


U.S. 1st Approaches Bonn; 
9th, Canadian 1st 
Nearing Wesel 


SHAEF, March 7 — With the 
great Rhineland capital of Co- 
logne occupied, American armies 
drove towards Bonn and Cob- 
lenz today, nine years to-the day 
when Hitler scrapped the Treaty 
of Versailles and sent his tough, 
young Wehrmacht goose - step- 
ping into the demilitarized 
Rhineland. 

Snipers and suicide squads were 
being mopped up in rubble-filled 
Cologne, Germany’s fourth largest 
city, whose capture by the U. S. 
lst Army was officially announced 
last night, 11 days after the U. S. 
ist and 9th Armies jumped off from 
the line of the Roer River. 

Other units of the lst Army driv- 
ing to the southeast advanced to 











within three miles of the university 
city of Bonn and captured an air- 
field west of the city. An American 
broadcast said the fighting had 
reached into Bonn. 

Lt. Gen. George S. Patton's 3rd 
Army, advancing at an unparalleled 
rate north of the Moselle River, 
pushed to within 12 miles of the 
Rhine and 12 miles of Coblenz 
against disorganized opposition. The 
3rd Army advance, in which armor 
alternated with infantry in carrying 
the load, had swept forward more 
than 37 miles in 48 hours and still 
was progressi’ ~~, according to latest 
reports. 

Along the northern section of the 
battlefront, two of the three armies 
under the command of Field Mar- 
shal Sir Bernard L. Montgomery— 


(Continue. on page 3) 


M10 Infantry ocs 
To Begin March 26 


AFHQ, March 7—An infantry of- 
ficers’ training course, leading to 
second lieutenant commissions, will 
begin March 26 in the Mediter- 
ranean Theater, Lt. Gen. Joseph 
T. McNarney, Deputy Supreme Al- 
lied Commander, announced today. 
The 12-week course, open to both 
combat and service force personnel, 
will be divided into eight weeks 
of basic and four weeks of advanced 
training. Initially, each class will 
consist of 150 men selected from 
warrant officers and enlisted per- 
sonnel. 

Eligibility specified in current 
Army regulations will govern selec- 
tion of service force personnel to 
attend the course, the Allied Force 
announcement said. Personnel from 
5th Army combat units will be se- 
lected on basis of demonstrated 
ability and leadership in battle, and 
will be recommended by Lt. Gen. 
Lucian K. Truscott Jr., 5th Army 
commander. 

On successful completion of the 
course. the 5th Army officer train- 
ees will be immediately reassigned 
to Headquarters of the 5th Army 
for placement, while other gradu- 
“ates will be sent to a replacement 
center for assignment as combat 








infantry replacements. 
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RUSSIA’S WOUNDED 
"7 ee 








Under a new program, "invalids of the patriotic war,” Red Army soldiers who were wounded 
and are no longer able to fight on the battlefield, still aid their comrades by making the 
necessary tools of war. These invalids have found a place in the Russian war effort, and 


learn the watchmaker’s trade. 





STILL FIGHT 





. (Acme) 





French Gestapo Agents 
Used Medieval Tortures 


PARIS, March 7 (UP)—A sensational stir was caused today 
during the first hearing of the trial of eight more French Gestapo 
agents, when it was revealed that this gang had invented new 
tortures for their victims recalling those practiced during the 


Middle Ages. 


The first day of the trial was devoted to the prosecution 


which revealed that these new 


tortures included burning and 





rubbing burns with salt. + 


The group was composed of seven 
men and one woman and was led 
by Georges Ledanseur, 30, and Jean 
Bouillon. They were accused of be- 
traying more than 53 French para- 
chutists and patriots to the Ger- 
mans. 

They had their headquarters at 
82 Avenue Foch and also had a 
direct liaison with the German 
Gestapo. 

It was alleged that the gang was 
paid 10,000 francs a month and was 
furthermore allowed to run a black 
market wholesale warehouse which 
yielded millions. 

Ledanseur, who had formerly been 
a member of the French resistance 
movement and operated wireless re- 
ceiving secret messages from Eng- 
land, continued to pick up these 
messages after he was arrested by 
the Germans. 

The Germans were thus enabled 
to seize certain supplies which were 
dropped by parachute and destined 
to members of the French resistance 
movement. 

Witnesses described some of the 
tortures suffered at the hands of 
this gang at their headquarters, in- 
cluding hanging by the hands, 
weights hung on private parts of the 
body, beatings and so forth. 

It was also revealed that the gang 
tried to cover up their tracks by 
joining in the fight for the libera- 
tion of Paris, but Bouillon was 
arrested in August and the others 
@ few days later. 








Luzon Yanks Group 
For Final Assault 


MANILA, March 7 — While 
American spearheads on Luzon 
were driving hard for the summer 
capital of Baguio in the moun- 
tains north of the Luzon plains, 
General Douglas MacArthur an- 
nounced today that in all sectors 
his troops were regrouping for 
the final phase of the campaign 
for ‘the Philippines’ largest island. 

Some front dispatches said that 
American troops were already near 
the city limits of Baguio, which 
was believed to be the headquar- 
ters of General Tomoyuki Yama- 





Shita, the Japanese commander in 


the Philippines. The last offici- 
ally-reported position of the 
Americans, however, was at Santa 
Rosa, 17 miles southeast of Baguio. 

U. 8S. paratroops on Corregidor 
were reported to have sealed with 


dynamite 300 caves in which hun- 


dreds of Japanese were buried, 
either dead by suicide or alive and 
starving to death. 


Other paratroops struck s0 


swiftly at a Q-boat hideout along 


the Manila Bay coast southeast 


— of Corregidor that the enemy 





ROATTA 


(Continued ‘from page 1) 








of rumors that had him 


north of Italy, in Switzerland and 
a dozen other places all at once. 
They laughed off the Italian gossip 
that the Allies had smuggled him 
out, and they doubted that Prince 
Umberto, Lieutenant General of the 
Realm, had anything to do with the 
getaway. 

With a reward of a million lire for 
information leading to Roatta’s 
capture, Italian officials and civil- 
ians widened tne search fr him. 
Allied soldiers, were keeping a look- 
out for the fugitive in the hope of 
snagging the reward, but there was 
some question today as to whether 
Army regulations permitted the 
taking of a cash prize from. a for- 
eign government. 

Rome itself was relatively quiet 
today after a watchful night when 
large contingents of Carabinieri 
and police patrolled the streets and 
guarded important buildings. 


Medico’s Death 


LONDON, March 7 (AP)—Lord 
Dawson of Penn, the King’s phy- 
sician and first medical viscount, 
whose extraordinary scientific 
skiJl served the nobility and Lon- 





don’s east end poor alike, died]: 


early today, aged 80. 


yesterday made 


in Manila 
driven from the city, took refuge 
in these hulks and continued to 


failed to scuttle a single Q-boat 

and 20 were captured. The Q- 

—_ is akin to the American PT- 
t. 

The mop-up of the Manila Japa- 
nese garrison has passed the water- 
front and gone out into the bay, 
illustrating the tenacity of the 
Nipponese. The 129th Regiment 
17 amphibious 
sorties against 17 wrecked ships 
Harbor. The Japs, 


fire at targets on shore. 


Iwo Marines Launch 
All - Out Offensive 


PACIFIC FLEET HQ. Guam, 
March 7—An all-out drive against 
the 6,000 or so Japanese troops still 
alive upon embattled Iwo Jima was 
launched today by the three U. 8S. 
Marine divisions that have pinioned 
the desperate enemy against the 
cliffs at the rocky northern end of 
the tiny island, the Associated Press 
reported. 

Preceded by the most intense ar- 
tillery barrage of the campaign, the 
Americans resumed their offensive 
after a two-day comparative lull, 
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz an- 
nounced. 

The fanatical Japanese, who have 
turned this into the bitterest battle 
of the Pacific war, were still resist- 
ing grimly, and early reports of the 
new offensive told of only meager 
American gains against heavy 
small-arm and mortar fire. 

The few gains were scored on the 
west flank by the 5th Division un- 
der Maj. Gen. Keller E. Rockey. In 
the center, where the 3rd Division 
was trying to split the Japanese 
line, the Devil Dogs still had 600 
yards to go to reach the northern 


ore. 

The battle, entering its 17th day, 
has now cost the Japanese 14,000 
dead of the 20,000 men who garri- 
soned the tiny island. 


Morrison Saves Dancer, 
But Paratrooper To Die 


LONDON, March 7 (AP) — Her 
own death sentence reduced to a 
life term of probably between 12 and 
15 years, Elizabeth Maud Jones, 
strip tease dancer, was reported to 
have fainted when told yesterday 
that her American soldier accom- 
plice in the murder of a taxi driver 
must hang tomorrow morning. 

The Home Secretary, Herbert 
Morrison, made a recommendation 
of clemency for the girl yesterday, 
but decided against similar action 
for the U. S. paratrooper, Swedish- 
born Pvt. Karl Gustav Hulten, de- 
spite a last minute appeal rushed 
from America by bomber. 

Both Hulten and Mrs. Jones were 
sentenced Jan. 23 to die for the 
murder of George Edward Heath, 
taxi driver known as the "man with 
the cleft chin.” Hulten is scheduled 


——____, 


Sea Lord Expects Nazis 
To Use New Type Subs 





LONDON, March 7 (UP)— 
Britain’s First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, A. V. Alexander, in pre- 
senting his annual naval estimates 
to the House of Commons, warned 
today that the Germans may send 
new types of submarines into the 
North Atlantic at any time. 

He revealed that enemy subma- 
rines have been operating close 
in coastal waters around the 
United Kingdom but with very 
small success. 

"We believe the enemy has been 
making great efforts to renew his 
U-boat war on a large scale,” 
Alexander said. 

He also announced the number 
of submarines sunk continued to 
increase satisfactorily. "Neverthe- 
less,” he added, "the Germans 
consider an increased submarine 
warfare as their best hopes of 
averting defeat against a nation 
which lives by seaborne supplies. 
The Germans are using new 


equipment and will adopt new 
tactics.” 


Alexander: disclosed that more 
than 4,000,000 tons of supplies haq 
been delivered to the Soviet Union 
through the north Russian ports, 
despite U-boat and serial attacks, 
and that 2,000,000 tons of these 
supplies had reached their des. 
tination since the beginning of 


last year. . 
Alexander said the British Navy 
is to play "a full and worthy part” 
in the war against Japan. He an- 
nounced that the British Eastern 
Fleet included the battleships 
Queen Elizabeth and Valiant, the 
battle cruiser Renown and the 
French battleship Richelieu. 
"Unspecified numerous British 
and American carriers, the Dutch 
ship Tromp, several British cruis- 
ers and British, American and 
Dutch destroyers are also included 
in the British Eastern Fleet,” the 
First Lord of the Admiralty said. 








Says Task 


"Anything Can Happen,’ 


Force 58 CO 





and air force, and also that the 
Japanese army is_ scarcely 
touched. 

"It is true the enemy has not 
attacked us on this strike with the 
vigor he displayed in many other 
attacks,” the admiral commented. 
"This does not mean his navy and 
his air force have been defeated. He 
still has strong naval and air forces 
but he has not used them against 
us this trip and that alone is an 
evidence of a change in tactics. 
"Naval strategists agree that the 
Japanese fleet now could not over- 
whelm even a fraction of our ever- 
growing fleet. Its only sanctuary 
now is the inland seas of the em- 
pire. The enemy may be planning 
to hoard planes and warships for 
an all-out banzai attack or he may 
be holding them for bargaining pur- 
poses at a peace conference. You 
may be sure he has a purpose, be- 
cause the Jap always has a plan. 
"Added to that, we mustn’t forget, 
too, they have an army of highly 
trained land soldiers, numbering 
millions, that have scarcely been 
touched. They have boasted they 
can expend ten million men and 
that knowledge must temper any 
appraisal we can make of the pres- 
ent situation. They’d probably like 
to get rid of ten million just to help 
—_— their over-population prob- 
em. 


Eden In Commons Okays 
Koenigsberg To Russia 


LONDON, March 7 (AP)—Rus- 
sia’s claim to Koenigsberg, capital of 
East Prussia and important Baltic 
Sea fortress port, was upheld in the 
House of Commons today by For- 
eign Secretary Anthony Eden. 

*As frequently stated,” Eden said, 
"it is the view of the Government 
that East Prussia should be de- 
tached from Germany and the Ger- 
man population recovered from it. 

"In such a condition, it would 
seem that the Soviet claim to Koen- 
igsberg has justification. So far 
as I am aware, there are no con- 
siderable Polish elements in the 











to hang Thursday morning. 


city.” 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (ANS) — Vice Admiral Marc A, 
Mitscher, commander of famed Task Force 58, commented a 
few days ago aboard his flagship returning from the second 
successful Tokyo carrier attack that anything may happen in 
the Pacific in the next six months, according to a delayed dispatch 
from an Associated Press correspondent aboard the flagship. 

Mitscher pointed out that the Japanese admirals have 
changed their tactics. He said the Japs still have a strong naval 





14th Army Within 
4 Miles Of Mandalay 


KANDY, Ceylon, March 7— 
Troops of the 14th Army were un- 
officially reported today in front- 
line dispatches to have driven to 
within four miles of Mandalay, prize 
city of the North Burma campaign, 

The 19th Division, made up prin- 
cipally of Indian soldiers, was 
known to have been advancing 
swiftly south from the bridgehead 
it established a few days ago across 
the Irrawaddy River north of Man- 
dalay. 

The Southeast Asia Command 
communique announced that it had 
captured the railhead town of 
Madaya, 14 miles above Mandalay. 

Mandalay is fringed with hills 
from which the Japs can offer 
stubborn resistance if they choose. 
The city is being approached by 
British and Indian troops from 
many directions, and yesterday 
some units of the 14th Army cut 
most of its communications to the 
large southern Burma cities of Ran- 
goon and Prome when they took a 
road and rail town 70 miles to the 
we hungking 

Chung! report today said 
that Chinese lst Army troops cap- 
tured Old Lashio, two miles north 
of the main town of Lashio, and 
took the main Lashio airfield. 

Lashio, 120 miles northeast of 
Mandalay, is the terminus of the 
old Burma Road, and second only 
to Mandalay in importance in north 
Burma. 





Wodehouse Released 

PARIS, March 7.— The British 
novelist P. G. Wodehouse has been 
released from provisional confine- 
ment, under which he was placed 
some months ago, Reuter’s reported 
today. This step has been taken by 
Paris police authorities who, after 
an investigation, decided there is 
no reason for taking further steps 





in his case. 





LV’L ABNER 


(Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) 
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Coast Guardsmen (left) evacuate families from a Willoughby town 
near Cleveland when the Chagrin River overflows after a two day thaw follow- 
ing a heavy snowfall. Evacuees include this family and its pet dog, who looks 
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Vast Social Reforms Planned 
By California’s Gov. Warren 





SACRAMENTO, Calif., March 7 (UP)—California’s Gov. Earl 
Warren is asking the State legislature to approve a program 
which surprised some of his own Republican party members by 


its liberaiism. 
The most spectacular part 
health insurance program. The 


of the program is a state-wide 
bill, prepared in Warren’s office, 


has been submitted td the legislature. It would levy a three 





percent payroll tax, to be paid+— 


half by the employer and half by 
the worker. 

From the estimated 150,000,000 
dollars the tax would raise each 
year, all workers now covered by 
unemployment insurance, and their 
families, would receive free medical 
care and "at least basic dental 
care.” State, county and municipal 
employees also would be covered. 

Other points in the Governor's 
program include improvements in 
the present public health services, 
setting aside a 50,000,000-dollar 
state reserve fund for postwar un- 
employment relief, some liberaliza- 
tion of the State Unemployment 
Insurance Act and also the setting 
aside of 15,000,000 dollars for the 
purchase of public parks and 
beaches. 


BROADER CONCEPTS 

Warren asks that the State De- 
partment of Institutions be liberal- 
ized and that mental clinics be 
established for the treatment of 
persons suffering from mental dis- 
orders before hospitalization is re- 
quired. 

The change asked in the Un- 
employment Insurance Act is the 
coverage of all privately employed 
workers. Only persons working in 
firms hiring four or more employees 
are now covered. 

Warren and officials of the Cali- 
fornia Medical Association have 
been conducting a radio debate on 
a Health Insurance plan in advance 
of formal consideration by the legis- 
lature which convened yesterday. 

Medical Association speakers 
charged the health plan would cost 
at least 100,000,000 dollars a year 
in excess of the receipts from the 
payroll tax. 


CHARGE TERROR 

The Governor disputed this and 
accused the doctors of attempting 

to terrorize the people.” 

In a recent radio speech Warren 
declared there had been the same 
Sort of opposition in the past to the 
Workmen's compensation insurance, 
hospital organizations and other 
_ now considered common- 

ace, 

A number of Republican members 
of the legislature have disclosed 
publicly or privately that they op- 
pose the Health Insurance Plan. It 
1s, however, slated to get some sup- 
port from Democratic legislators. 

Eight Democratic assemblymen 
introduced a Health Insurance Plan 
differing in some details from the 
Governor’s plan. This bill was 
drafted by the State CIO Council. 


Once Again 


SAN FRANCISCO, March 7 (UP) 
—Tokyo radio said today that ten 
Super Fortresses dropped high ex- 
plosive and incendiary borhbs on the 
Southern area of Tokyo yesterday. 

he Japanese radio added that 
these bombs were dropped after a 
force of B-29s had hit southern 
Kyushu the night before. 





They'll Have A Time 
Curfewing Th’ Green 


NEW YORK, March 7 (ANS)— 
—The U. S. entertainment cur- 
few’s effect on St. Patrick’s Day 
dances remained in doubt today 
after queries by the United Irish 
County Societies met with inde- 
cisive replies from beth city and 
Federal authorities. 

The Irish pointed out that 32 
affiliated societies already had 
contracted for the use of New 
York hotel ballrooms long before 
the midnight curfew was an- 
nounced. 

New York’s Mayor Ficrello H. 
La Guardia said: "It’s up to the 
WMC.” Chairman Edward P. 
Mulrooney of the Curfew Control 
Board deferred any decision on 
the question. 








Negro Seabees End 
2-Day Hunger Strike 


PORT HUENEME, Calif., March 
7 (UP) — The Navy announced 
today that 1,000 famished Negro 
Seabees, members of a construc- 
tion battalion, have finished a two- 


day hunger strike in _ protest 
against alleged discrimination in 
promotions. 


Nevertheless, an investigator for 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
said he was informed the strike 
was continuing. 

The strikers charged that their 
commander refused to grant 
Negroes who comprise 90 percent 
of the battalion advancement in 
ratings, and that white men were 
brought into the battalion for pro- 
motion. 

No mutiny was involved and the 
men continued their duties during 
the strike. 





Thousands Fleeing 
Ohio River Floods 


(Continued from page 1) 


Ind., business section is already cov- 
ered with water and evacuation is 
underway at Jefferscnville. 

Mobilized State Guardsmen re- 
ported that Robinsport is com- 
pletely isolated and the 30,000-acre 
Mount Vernon area under water. 

In Kentucky more than 1,000 fam- 
iLes fled their homes in the north- 
ern section of the state. 

A crest of 36 feet—which is five 
above flood stage—was predicted 
fer Frankfurt, the state capital. 
where the Kentucky River already 
has risen 16 feet in 24 hours. 

Flooded and partly flooded towns 
include: Brackenridge, McKees- 
rocks, Carnegie and Sharpsbureh, 





Pa.; Wheeling, Moundsville, Point 
Pleasant, Parkersburg and New 
Martinsville, W. Va.; Marietta, 


Steubenville, Bridgeport, Manches- 
ter, Portsmouth, Bellaire and Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; Covington, Newport, 
Ashland, Moscow, New Richmond 
and Louisville, Ky.; Aurora and Jef- 
fersonville, Ind. 

Flood conditions prevail in Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee and Mississippi 


Public Lend-Lease 
Hearings Reopened 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (AP)— 
Public hearings on the bill to 
extend the Lend-Lease Act were re- 
opened by the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee today at the be- 
hest of Republicans, who said they 
feared that lend-lease might be 
turned into a postwar European 
air program. 

Leo T. Crowley, head of the 
Foreign Economic Administration, 
was summoned for hearing on the 
expectation that the Republicans 
would question him about the ad- 
ministration’s plans to aid in the 
reconstruction of Europe. 

What prompted the Republicans 
to seek a reopening of the hearings 
was presumably the announcement 
of a 25,000,000-dollar lend-lease 
agreement with France. 


Friendly 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (ANS) 
—Greece moved out of the cate- 
gory of "enemy territory” today, as 
the Treasury Department lifted the 
ban on commercial communications 





services were ordered restored. 
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longingly back homeward. The Susquehanna 
dents of Marietta, Pa., (right), use boats to get about on Front Street. The 
river is still rising. 





Meads . mS “ ney 
is at flood stage, too, and resi- 


(Acme and Press Association) 





Chief Worries 


Of Congress 


Are Manpower, Nurses’ Draft 





diluted "work or else” bill. 





Legion Will Restore 
Names To Honor Roll 


INDIANAPOLIS, March 7 —Hood 
River (Ore.) Post 22 of the American 
Legion voted on March 5 to restore 
the names of 15 Japanese-American 
servicemen to its Honor Roll, it 
was announced today by National 
Commander Edward Scheiberling. 

Last Jan. 19, Commander Schei- 
berling called upon the Hood River 
Post, after an investigation, to re- 
store the names. 

Notified of the Hood River action 
while at Concord, N. H., on March 
6, Scheiberling said: 
| "I am gratified over the decision 
of the Hood River Post to restore 
; the names. This decision will surely 
be a source of gratification to 
American Legion posts everywhere, 
and I am confident the post's re- 
consideration of its earlier action in 
removing these names is evidence 
of its sound sense of fair play. 

"It shows these Hood River Le- 
gionnaires individually and collec- 
tively were honest enough to admit 
a mistake and big enough to correct 
it. 

"By their decision they have 
strengthened the Legion’s position 
against bigotry and race hatred. I 
congratulate the Hood River post.” 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass.. March 7 
(UP)—Because of the "unfriendly 
attitude” of residents, five Japanese- 
American girls today prepared to 
leave this city which has been a 
proving ground of racial tolerance. 

The Springfield Plan, which pro- 
vides tolerance courses in public 
schools, is a failure, according to 
the girls who worked as housemaids 
here during the past year. 

They said they could not make 
social contacts because of anti- 
Japanese feelings and decided to 
leave after the Central Labor Union 





with the country and mail and cable| Japanese-Americans 


had denounced a proposal to make 
Springfield a center for resettling 
moved from 
the West Coast. 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (AP)—Manpower continued to be 
the principal congressional worry yesterday as the House tied 
itself in knots over the nurse draft bill legislation and the Senate 
sweated through a lengthy debate toward a final vote on the 


The House seemed likely today to pass the nurse bill—the first 
woman draft legislation to reach the floor of Congress—after 


+deciding whether it should apply 
to married as well as unmarried 
women between the ages of 20 
and 44. 

Another amendment was passed 
iby voice vote, which, however, was 
still subject to a roll call. It would 
prohibit induction of any Army 
nurse without commissioning her 
as an officer. Authorities say no 
one can be compelled to accept a 
commission. 

"Any nurse not wanting to be 
drafted could simply refuse to ac- 
cept a commission and there's no 
way in the world to take her in,” 
argued Chairman May of the House 
Military Committee. An Army 
spokesman said he was right. 

It was obvious that some Sena- 
tors still were hoping that the end 
of the European war might elimin- 


ate the necessity for "work or 
fight” legislation. 
The Administration, however, 


was for a final Senate vote by the 
week's end. The House has al- 
ready approved the manpower 
measures with considerably more 
“teeth” than the Senate bill. 

The Senate also confirmed ap- 
pointment cf Fred M. Vinson as 
Federal Loan Administrator suc- 
ceeding Jesse Jones. The House 
Foreign Affairs Committee ap- 
proved almost unanimously a bill 
to extend lend-lease one year be- 
yond its present June 30 dateline. 


Interned Germans Prefer 
Life In States, Naturally 





OSWEGO, N.’ Y., March 7—-The 
982 fugitives from Hitler, who are 
encamped near this upstate New 
York town want most of all to 
“go to the United States.” 

Residents of the only war refu- 
gee camp in the nation, they ar- 
rived here seven months ago from 
Italy. According to a newspaper 
correspondent who recently visi- 
ted the camp, none of them wants 
to return to the "Old Country.” 
Immigration restrictions now pre- 
vent them from being released 
from their internment to take up 
normal residence in the U. S. 








LI'L ABNER 





(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 





| ONBELIEVABLE AS IT SEEMS, 

| THET BOULDER MUSTA 
BOUNCED “Ff NO HOOMIN 
BEAN IS POW’FUL ° NUFF 
TO OF TOSSED THET 
TREMENJUS THING "WAY 

UP FUM TH’ VALLEY 27 
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MAAF Missions Proof 
Of Allied Cooperation 





By Sgt. STAN SWINTON 
Staff Correspondent 


MAAF HQ., March 7—From the 
Mediterranean Theater these last 
days has come dramatic evidence 
that operations of the Red Army 
and Anglo-American forces are be- 
ing coordinated not only in the lofty 
atmosphere of Big Three confer- 
ences but on a down-to-earth 
"where shall we slug ‘em next?” 
field level. 

It is here, where battle lines of 
the Red Army, the Yugoslav Army 
and the 15th Army Group will first 
link up, that German illusions of 
an 11th hour rift between the Soviet 
Union and her partners are being 
shattered. 

On the heels of the Yalta Con- 
ference came the historic Hungarian 
meeting of Field Marshal Sir Har- 
old Alexander and Marshal Feodor 
Tolbukhin, whose 3rd Ukrainian 
Army Group may soon open a new 
offensive: toward Vienna. What 
passed between the Supreme Allied 
Commander in the Mediterranean 
and the liberator of Budapest is 
still a closely guarded secret. 

Overshadowed by that meeting 
was another example of cooperation 
with the Red Army. It was — and 
still is — carried out by the Italy- 
based 15th AAF and consists of a 
carefully planned assault by heavy 
bombers and long-range fighters 
against the supply lines of German 
forces on the Hungarian and Yugo- 
slav fronts. 

One well-informed source reports 
that this campaign was arranged 
by Lt. Gen. Ira Eaker, MAAF com- 
mander, and Maj. Gen. Nathan 

g, 15th AAF commander, 
after meetings with Soviet leaders 
both in Bulgaria and Rumania. It 
is directed against the two main 
railroad lines in Austria. One runs 
from Germany along the Danube 
to Vienna; the other extends from 
Vienna to Zagreb, capital of Ger- 
man-held Croatia, and then breaks 
into feeder lines which serve Ger- 
man tactical units. 


REPAIRED FAST 


Permanent interdiction of a rail- 
way through air attacks is almost 
impossible, as the need for contin- 
ued raids against the Brenner Pass 
has demonstrated. A single cut in 
the line may be repaired in as little 
as two hours. Even at a marshalling 
yard like Sopron, Hungary, which 
received between 80 and 100 direct 
hits this week, a concentrated ef- 
fort can result in renewed opera- 
tions within five days or so. 

4 this, MAAF and the 
15th AAF hope only for serious dis- 
ruption of communications to the 
Wehbrmacht’s southeastern front. 
That, plus the destruction of irre- 
placeable locomotives, box cars, war 
materiel and fuel which is in tran- 
sit, will preclude a full-scale build- 
up by the Germans during the 
present lull. When and if Marshal 
Tolbukhin unleashes another full- 
scale offensive, German material 


ondary effect will be to put new 
strains on highway transport, which 
already suffers from inadequate 
gasoline supplies. 

Furthermore, the dearth of man- 
power often forces the Germans to 
postpone repairs on bombed mar- 
shalling yards and make up his 
trains on sidings of limited capacity 
further to the rear. 

"The Kraut often doesn’t bother 
to repair badly bombed yards be- 
cause he simply hasn’t the men or 
time to do it,” is the way one photo 
interpretation expert, F-Lt. Fred- 
erick J. Davies of South Wales, 
puts it. 

The 15th AAF strangle on Aus- 
trian communications reached its 
peak during the 18 consecutive 
operational days which ended last 
Friday. During 13 of those days, 
major attacks were carried out to 
aid the Red Army. Some 8,500 tons 
of bombs were dropped on 11 cities 
in addition to eight planned straf- 
ing attacks and other incidental 
"target of opportunity” strafings. 


RUSSIANS KNEW 


Evidence that the Russians were 
forewarned of these attacks came 
when the bombers cut across the 
tip of the Soviet lines while enroute 
to other targets. : 
"The Russians never threw any 
ack-ack at us and although gunners 
sometimes report seeing Yak fight- 
ers we’ve never had them make a 
pass at us,” reported one bombar- 
dier, Lt. Julius J. Kern of Gary, Ind. 
Bombstrike and reconnaissance 
photos later revealed the destruc- 
tion of hundreds of railroad cars, 
serious damage to repair facilities 
and extensive damage to through 
tracks and sidings. Sunday, alone, 
1,000 units of rolling stock were 
destroyed or neytralized. Over the 
entire period, strafers accounted for 
134 locomotives. 

This campaign against German 
rolling stock is significant but men 
participating in the raids caution 
that it should not be overestimated. 
”They still have a terrific number 
of railroad cars,” F-Lt. Davies 
noted. "We observe several thou- 
sand in Vienna at a time.” 
However, the supply of rolling 
stock is being systematically re- 
duced. Moreover, reconnaissance 
shows that many yards are being 
abandoned after attacks and activ- 
ity in marshalling points to the 
rear is increasing. 

Thus, while Field Marshal Alex- 
ander plots ground force coordina- 
tion with the Red Army, Allied 
bombers and long-range fighters 
already are at work. The Russians, 
whose own air force devotes itself 
almost —a to close tactical sup- 
port, receive the benefits of a highly 
expert strategic air arm. And the 
Germans, whose great hope has 
been for a negotiated peace made 
possible by a schism between the 
Soviet Union and the Anglo-Amer- 





reserves will be chewed up faster 
than they can be replaced. A sec- 


icans, receive explosive confirma- 
tion that their foes remain united. 
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GET HEP, PAL 
Dear Editor: 

The leaders of the three greatest 
powers meet in the Crimea, and 
Cpl. Jack Fletcher and five others 
want to know who "reads that 
stuff.” The military Chiefs of Staff 
of the U. S., England and Russia 
discuss military strategy for an ear- 
lier end to the war and Cpl. Jack 
Fletcher and five others are bored 
because "all we want to do is get 
the war over.” The future of Eur- 
ope and the world is planned with 
an eye toward a lasting peace and 
Cpl. Fletcher and five others com- 
plain because all he wants the edi- 
tors of The Stars and Stripes to do 
is "just keep on giving us the news.” 
Berlin and Tokyo show the jitters 
as a result of the conference while 
Fletcher can at least ”look forward 
to seeing Li’l Abner every morning.” 
And then he asks the editors of The 
Stars and Stripes "why don’t you 
guys wake up?” 

Get hep, pal—I’ll bet your hero, 
Li'l Abner, knows better! 

—Set. Lewis Tenneriello 





WALL STREET 
Dear Editor: 

Occasionally The Stars and 
Stripes publishes news of the New 
York Stock Exchange such as the 
item published in Feb. 22 issue. The 
contents of items of this nature are 
of considerable interest to men, par- 
ticularly the older men who possess 
securities and are in the service. 

Could it be possible to have a 
daily report published in each edi- 
tion indicating condition of market, 
volume of sales, groups that were 
active, prices, high, low and close, 
of about 12 stocks representing a 
cross section of the market and the 
nate Jones closing averages for the 

ay? 

Some of the news services in the 
States supply this daily to the pa- 
pers and all the space it takes is 
about the amount published in Feb. 
22 edition heading "Stock Value In- 
crease.” I am sure in making this 
request I speak for many of your 
readers, —S-Set. Leo J. Lampkin 

Will look into this matter.— 





LEGHORN—Every campaign de- 
velops its own little fable involving 
a sexy girl who either sings, ped- 
dles souvenirs, visits doughboys in 
their foxholes or pokes through the 
rubble of a shattered city. 

There was, for example, Lili Mar- 
lene, who was born into warriors’ 
folklore in the Libyan desert; Dirty 
Gertie from Bizerte; Rose of Oran; 
Stella of Fidela. Palermo and Na- 
ples, it is said, developed some 
short-lived “sweethearts.” 
Now comes another addition to 
the slowly growing sorority. She 
comes in the form of a question- 
able story which I heard from the 
lips of two apparently sober gen- 
tlemen in olive drab. 
She is Lilly Leghorn, a beautiful, 
flimsy, fascinating, mysterious, 
translucent creature who hasn’t 
aged a bit in the past ten years. 
Her eyes have been variously seen 
as blue, hazel, brown, grey, black, 
pink and bloodshot. 


Description... 

She comes up to the chin of the 
average soldier; has natural wavy 
hair which is sometimes described 
as red, sometime as blond, some- 
time as the shade of a twilight sky; 





UP FRONT... 
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”They oughta hire a homme to ciean up after them chevaur.” 








has sunken cheeks; and is supposed 
to have a complexion so clear and 
smooth that it is matched in texture 
only by the rubber bladder of a 
football. 





Sometime, in tattered clothing, 


Puptent Poets 








she stands in line outside an Army 
mess hall with a pickle can under 
her arm in which she collects left- 
overs. Sometime she is observed in 
a flashing red sweater loitering 
about the few hotels left standing 
in Leghorn or on the corner of a 
busy intersection. She collects laun- 


said. Sometime, in especially tat- 
tered clothing, she is seen around 
the port where she claws at the 
mountains of destruction, looking 
for something. 

Once, when asked for what she 
was looking, she answered, enig- 
matically: “A Fascist bone on a 
silver chain will bring you luck.” 
Frequently she is hauled into court 
and accused of black market activi- 
ties or of being a prostitute. 


Gets Around... 


Lilly does not live In Leghorn 
but flits around the country almost 
at will. It is believed that it is she 
who is always the first to greet 
American soldiers wherever they go. 
Lilly is supposed to be the first 
signorina to have welcomed Amer- 
ican soldiers into Rome. There, she 
threw white roses at tanks and 
winked at the troops. She stopped 
one doughboy and whispered into 
his ear: "I have relatives in Con- 
necticut.” 

She was also the first to greet 
the Googe in Leghorn, or so say 
her publicity agents. She stopped a 
kitchen truck as it was going by 
and asked: "”What’s Hollywood 
doing these days?” 

The two soldiers who told this 
tale thought that maybe Lilly was 
a forgotten movie actress who had 
tired of filmland’s hocus-pocus ex- 
istence and came, for her health, to 
Leghorn, where her cheeks sank. 

I, personally, don’t believe the 
story. But then again, I never be- 
lieved the story of Dirty Gertie. 
—Sget. HARRY SHERSHOW 





Year's Pay On Discharge 
Asked For Armed Forces 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (ANS) 
—Sen. Joseph Guffey (D., Pa.), of- 
fered legislation in the Senate to- 
day to give each member of the 
Armed Forces a year’s base pay on 
his discharge. 

Telling reporters it was "no bonus 
bill,” Guffey said the objective was 
to provide veterans with funds for 
transition from military to civilian 
life after the war ends. He esti- 
mated the cost at four billion dollars 
a, in the demobilization pe- 


The measure, Guffey said, would 
affect everyone in the Armed Forces, 
from generals and admirals to pri- 
vates and seamen. However, those 
claiming payment would have de- 
ducted unemployment insurance 
which they may obtain under the 
GI Bill of Rights. totalling 20 dol- 
lars a week for 52 weeks in a two- 








Editor. 


year period. 


That 


NO MAIL 


"To appreciate’ the coin one must be 


without it 


Said Aesop (I guess), the Arabian 


prophet 


But more recently is seems Ben 


Franklin returned, 


and sells hot chestnuts, it is}”"The coin most appreciated, is the 


coin that is earned.” 


The proverbs above are probably 


misquoted 


Because previously I have not been 


devoted 


To quotations and such that have 


to be memorized, 


I’ve been principally interested in 


theories to be theorized. 


The truth of a ditties I’m now 


forced to no 


As it suddenly dawns on me (and 


again I quote)— 
"Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder” 


For somebody else "as I sit here 


and ponder!” 


As for Aesop’s coin I have no in- 


terest at all 


But the ease with which coin” can 


be changed into "doll” 


Is amazingly simple, I’ve noticed of 


late, 
Especially here in this once Fascist 
State. 


My salvation (though now it seems 


quite remote) 


Lies in Old Ben’s quite common 
For it um hat t in is 
r e that’s spen worry 

“earning” 
My welcome should be tremendous 


come time for returning! 


As now the sins of the past are 


arrested 


Remembering how badly my past 


was invested, 


I now don’t even get penmanship 


charmes 


From the doll I once could hold 


in my armes! 
—Segt. Irving F. Gough, RD. 


ADIEU 





Land of heat and sweaty pores, 


sun-sand-flies and desert sores, 


Streets of sorrow, streets of shame, 


streets without a ruddy name, 


Streets of filth and stinking dogs, 


harlots, thieves and pestering 


wogs, 
Clouds of choking dust that blind, 


drive the fellows off their minds, 


Aching hearts and aching feet, 


gypo guts and camel meat: 


ay re heaven, the airman’s 
ell. 
Land of Egypt—, fare thee well. ... 


—Cpl. Dennis Morra, Avn. Engrs. 
SPRING TURNING 





Grim winter, war, is fading, 

The spring of peace is near; 
Timorous birds are winging home 
In flight of lessening fear. 

The future’s skies are shimmering 
In gold of promised hue; 

New buds of untold joys unfold, 
Besprinkled with hope’s dew. 
Good will in men is stirring 

To greet the dawn at hand; 
Victory’s plough is now prepared 
To work on freedom’s land. 


-—Sgt. Anthony Cellins, RAF 


IN PINCIO GARDENS 


In ancient monuments and timeless 
shrines, 

The echoes of a shining age are 
heard, 

The martyrs live again in statuary, 

No ribald laughter can their peace 
disturb. 


But they are dead. Yet here forever 
withered, 

Leaves fall on children’s laughter 
and lovers 

In their just innocence; they live 
no past, 

But taste sweet aloes, taste and dis- 
cover. 


Life, life in its all-enduring glory. 

Here then, in gardens such as these 
is Peace, 

Unbroken yet by Rome’s checkered 


story, 
Simplicity is truth, none seeks re- 
lease. 


In gardens, great or small, in Ath- 
ens, Paris, Rome, 
We find a half-way house to hearts’ 
serene—and Home. 
—Capt. Frederick Brundle, RA 





AIR RAID, BUDDY 
"Alarme” Dick, and I’m not brave 
to say 
I think that we are just as safe to 
stay 
If at this moment death to us shall 
come— 
It is God's will, so why then hide 
therefrom? 


Expose ourselves in bravo? I say no, 
But time will come when each of us 
must go 

If that last hour for us now has 
come, 

I only say, Dear Lord, Thy will be 


done. 
--Sgt. Frank H. Roberts 





They Say... 


PVT. VINCENT EFORA, telling 
how it feels to be an occupation 
troop in Germany: 

"Yeah, they’re friendly. On the 
surface they’re too nice, but if 
you watch them real close you 
can see something’s wrong.” 


MAJ. GEN, NORMAN T. KIRK, 
surgeon-general of the U.S. Army, 
cautioning people at home o 
their attitude toward wal 
wounded soldiers: 

"Soldiers may have wooden !ess 
but it doesn’t follow that they 
have wooden feelings.” 


LILLIAN SMITH, author of the 
novel, "Strange Fruit,” commen 
ing on the part women played 
in Georgia’s repeal of a state po! 

zs 





"Sometimes men wonder what 
their women are up to, and some- 
times they get nervous, for they 
know there is an iron grip undef 





that velvet touch.” 
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Jittery German Radio 
Wonders About Rhine 





The German radio has been reflecting the past few days a 
stion uppermost in the minds of the Nazi High Command and 
yal interest to the peoples of the United Nations—Where and 
when will Allied forces in the west attempt to cross the Rhine? 

The Nazis apparently have been fishing for information 
which would enable Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt to best 
deploy his depleted forces to meet the inevitable trans-Rhine 
assault. At various times, without Allied confirmation, the German 
radio has broadcast the news that American assault craft were 


que 
of eq 





trying to cross the river in the 
vicinity of Neuss and that land- 
ings had been repulsed between 
Dusseldorf and Krefeld. . 

The latest Nazi pronouncement is 
that the British 2nd Army is poised 
to attempt a crossing on to the 
Westphalian Plain between Emmer- 
ich and Wesel where the Rhine 
verges toward its juncture with the 
Maas northeast of Nijmegen. 

Best available information indi- 
cates that the defenses on the east- 
ern bank of the Rhine are nothing 
like the intricate network of 
dragon’s teeth and pillboxes that 
characterized the Siegfried Line. On 
the contrary, the Rhine positions 
protecting the Ruhr comprise has- 
tily-dug trench and ditch systems 
and machine gun and artillery po- 
sitions. 

The greatest factor, which will 
govern the difficulty with which the 
crossing is achieved, will be the 
extent to which Von Rundstedt is 
able to regroup his temporarily- 
demoralized forces. 


NO OBSTACLE 


Althgugh at least one section of 
each of the permanent Rhine 
bridges north of Bonn, save pos- 
sibly one span in the vicinity of 
Wesel, has been demolished by the 
Germans or by Allied bombs, Allied 
engineers should have little diffi- 
culty in meeting the physical chal- 
lenge presented by the Rhine, ac- 
cording to front-line dispatches. 

The Germans announced just be- 
fore the U. S. 9th and ist Armies 
jumped off in their Roer River of- 
fensive, which carried them to the 
Rhine, that the American armies 
had unprecedented quantities of 
bridging material on hand. ° 

Moreover, along the stretch of the 
river between Homburg, opposite 
Duisburg, to below Neuss, across the 
river from Dusseldorf, a _ section 
held by the 9th Army, the Rhine 
forms at least three-distinct loops 
toward the west. These are so 
shaped that Allied artillery can 
cover the opposite bank from the 


north, south and west if crossings | 


are attempted at these points. 

Similar convolutions of the river 
to a lesser degree are found farther 
to the north in the Canadian Ist 
Army sector where the Rhine nar- 
rows as it swings toward the Maas. 

Occupation by the Allied armies 
of the west bank of the Rhine dealt 
a multiple blow to the Nazis. 


SMASHED SIEGFRIED 

It eliminated the Siegfried Line 
as a barrier at the western entrance 
to the Reich. 

_ It brought the Allied armies with- 
in artillery range of the great indus- 
trial cities of the Ruhr.. 

_ It made the Rhine a useless link 
in the already overstrained water, 
rail and highway transportation 
system of the shrinking Reich. 

Field Marshal von Rundstedt 
managed to extricate many of his 
troops from the Rhineland before 
the Allies reached the river line. 
He was able to do this only by 
leaving many sections of the Sieg- 
fried Line undermanned and by 
failing to make his expected stand 
in the small cities and towns west 
of the Rhine. 

This policy can be pursued no 
further. The Ruhr must be de- 
fended, and the Allies must be kept 
from the rolling plains of north 
and western Germany, leading to 
Berlin, else the war to all practical 
purposes will be over. 

—Sgt. DON WILLIAMS 





Radio Program 








AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 


Thursday, March 8 
HIGHLIGHTS 

6: 30—Reveille Roundup 
10.30—Encore—Mail Call 
i1:30—Yank Band Stand 
+<'49—Salute To 5th Army 
«'30—Globe Theater 
3:15—Boston Symphony . 
00—Ozzie and Harriet 
6:00—Music We Love 
© 30—GI Journal 
‘:15—Correspondent’s Column 
: <0—Dinah Shore 
© 00—Barracks Bag (Requests) 
“:15—-We Who Serve Speak 
®—Music Hall 
0—Cavalcade 
0—Starlight Room—Excelsior 
News of the hour on the hour. 
_. Shortwave 9 AM—5 PM 
> Meg. 49 Meters 
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Aid Plans Approved 
By Inter-Americans 


MEXICO CITY, March 7— The 
plenary session of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference, now in its final 
stages, today passed 13 resolutions 
by show of hand in the short space 
of five minutes, Reuter’s reported. 
The resolutions included the Dec- 
laration of Mexico and the Act of 
Chapultepec, constituting a mutual 
guarantee against aggression or 
threat of aggression, which together 
are considered to be of outstanding 
importance for peace, security and 
international harmony in the West- 
ern Hemisphere. . 
Some argument over the postwar 
economic problems involved in the 
proposed “economic charter” de- 
layed termination of the conference. 
The Inter-American System Com- 
mittee approved a resolution guar- 
anteeing free access to information 
by all American peoples and calling 
for termination of censorship as 
soon as possible after the war, as 
well as freedom in transmission and 





of reopening the boundary problems. 


State Department's 
Policies Interpreted 
As Firm, Neighborly 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (UP)— 
Evidence is accumulating that the 
Uv. S. State Department will be 
more firm and more direct in be- 
ing a good neighbor to the rest of 
the world. 

The forthright manner in which 
the statement was issued in repri- 
mand to France over the latter's 
refusal to share partnership in the 
San Francisco conference is the 
latest testimony to the manner in 
which "Stettinius’ streamlined State 
Department” intends to function. 

Very few have been the occasions 

in which the State Department 
came into the open with an explan- 
ation of heavily-freighted diplo- 
matic exchanges. 
- But the statement that Russia 
and not the U. S.—as France sug- 
gested had rejected General 
Charles de Gaulle’s demand for 
special consideration at the confer- 
ence was evidence that neither Rus- 
sia’s nor France’s feelings would 
be spared in order to set the record 
straight. 

TREND BROADENED 
Broader examples of the same 
trend appeared from time to time 
at the Mexico City Inter-American 
conference. 

At one time it seemed the stage 
was all set for the adoption of the 
Chapultepec declaration principle 
that all nations attending would 
agree to the clause to aid each other 
to protect their political integrity. 
Anxious as was the U. S. to have 
all nations of the Western Hemis- 
phere subscribe, it refused. It ar- 
gued and won on the premise the 
final decisions should be more or 
less held in abeyance pending the 
world-wide discussions at San Fran- 
cisco. 

There is eévidence the United 
States, more than any other coun- 
try, is holding out for stricter inter- 
pretations of the Argentine situa- 
tion. It was expected that when 
the resolution pertaining to Argen- 
tina is adopted Thursday, U. S. 
insistence will see to it that well- 
defined details to permit Argen- 
tina’s entrance into the family of 
nations will be set forth rather 
than generalities. 


WASHINGTON MUM 


There has been no official com- 
ment from Washington regarding 
the apparent trend toward liberali- 
zation of the Vargas regime in 
Brazil, but informed quarters point 
out it is significant the decision to 
hold elections and relax press re- 
strictions came only after the Uni- 
ted States made itself heard at 
Mexico City. 

President Roosevelt's declaration 
that he had not agreed to all phases 
of the Polish settlement reached at 
Yalta was seen here as meaning 
the age my had not even yet been 
finally abandoned with the solution 
announced in the Crimean com- 
munique, although neither is there 
direct evidence there is a chance 





Another instance revealing that 
the U. S. is not loath to "stick its 
neck out” was the inclusion of Tur- 
key and Saudi Arabia in the invita- 
tions to San Francisco while leaving 
out Syria and Lebanon. 


Preview 


ROME, March 8—A pre-release 
showing of "My Reputation,” star- 
ring Barbara Stanwyck and George 
Brent, will be held at the U. S. 
Army Rest Center here tonight at 
8:30 PM, it was announced today 
by the Special Service Section of 
the Rome Area Allied Command. 


lations preliminary to the San 


the conference. 








Zionist Laments No 
S. F. Meet Invitation 


JERUSALEM, March 7 (AP)— 
Chaim Weizmann, world Zion- 
ist president, on leaving for 
London enroute to the San Fran- 
cisco Conference, last night la- 
mented the fact that the Jewish 
nation in Palestine was not 
qualified for an invitation to the 
conference. 

He said that Palestine had con- 
tributed 30,000 volunteers in the 
struggle with the enemy, that 
there were a million Jewish sol- 
diers in Allied army ranks, and 
that Jewish soldier and civilian 
losses reached 3,500,000 since the 
start of the war. 











Coast Conference 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (AP) 
—China, first and longest suf- 
ferer from this century’s crop of 
would-be world conquerors, looks 
to the United Nations conference 
at San Francisco, April 25, as the 
big hope for the future of man- 
kind. 

In the minds of Chinese, both 
at home and abroad, this is the 
most important meeting of nations 
in modern times. China is planning 
an all-out effort to help make it 
succeed. She will give it her un- 
reserved support. 

Important Chinese in the Uni- 
ted States hail the coming inter- 
national meeting_as "destined to 
succeed because all nations have 
suffered in this war as never be- 
fore.” 

China looks to America as the 
peace hope of the world. The Uni- 
ted States was not a member of 
the League, a fact that doomed 
it to failure from the outset, in 
the view of China. 

The National Government 
China is expected to send to San 
Francisco the strongest delega- 
tion of diplomats and interna- 
tional experts the nation can bring 
together. Chinese here say they 
have no inkling as yet who are 
the figures that will compose it, 
but they emphasize "it will be the 
strongest representation China 
has ever had, fired with a determ- 
ination for success that will play 
an important role in achieving 
the specified goal.” 





CONCILIATION 

WASHINGTON, March 7 (INS) 
—Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 
was revealed today to have bid for 
conciliation with Chinese Com- 
munists by inviting Lin Tsu Han, 
one of their outstanding leaders, 
to be a member of the Chinese 
delegation to San Francisco. 


Washington officials regarded 
the move as "Significant’” and re- 
vealed that this opinion was 


shared by the majority of Chinese 
leaders who have known for some 
time that Marshal Stalin is de- 
sirous of a_ settlement between 
Chiang Kai-shek and the Com- 





American enlisted men and officers 





reception of news. 


are invited to attend the preview 


munist faction, before San Fran- 
cisco. 


of | 


World Security Plans 
Stir Wide Discussions 


WASHINGTON, March 7—World-wide discussions and specu- 





Francisco conference flared to a 


new highpoint today as a result of three developments: the 
disclosure of the proposed voting procedure for the projected 
world security organization; the dissatisfaction of smaller nations 
with this formula, and the refusal of France to join in sponsoring 


France may become the rallying point for the smaller nations 
seeking to make a major change in the world plan as outlined 


at Dumbarton Oaks, the Asso- 
ciated Press said. 

Diplomatic authorities regard 
this as the most significant develop- 
ment likely to result from the fail- 
ure of Gen. Charles de Gaulle’s 
Government to join with the United 
States, Britain, Russia and Chinrc 
as sponsor. 

The U. S. State Department 
sharply defended its position in its 
dealings with France over the ques- 
tion of sponsori.iip. It denied last 
night that France had been kept 
in the dark about some preliminar- 
ies to the conference. It said that 
Jefferson Caffery, U. S. Ambas- 
sador to Franc., presented to the 
French Government on Feb. 12 ail 
invitation which had béen drawn 
up at the Big Three meeting. 


REWRITE JOS 

| The French, it was reported, pon- 
jdered the problem for two weeks, 
then suggested reservations in the 
wording of the invitation, with the 
provision that France would join 
as sponsor if they were accepted. 
Caffery was said to have told the 
French it would be necessary for 
the United States to consult with 
the other sponsoring nations, but 
jthat France would be kept fully 
{informed of the discussions. 

Moscow vetoed all modification 
of the invitation, and diplomatic 
authorities here said that so much 
time elapsed afterward that the 
other interested governments 
elected to go ahead with submitting 
the invitations. 

France’s position throughont hus 
apparently been that she would 
propose amendments to the Dum- 
barton Oaks blueprint, specifically 
regarding alliances and voting pro- 
cedure. However, it was pointed out 
here that there is no restriction in 
the invitation which would prevent 
any nation, sponsor or otherwise, 
from proposing changes in the plan, 
a fact which, it was said, makes 
France’s attitude puzzling to diplo- 
mats. 

The attitude of smaller nations 
particularly the Royal Netherland: 
Government, has also be2n that of 
reserving the right to propos 
amendments. 


DUTCH CRITICISM 

In an outspoken criticism of tic 
predominantly great-power char- 
acter of the projected world organi- 
zation, The Netherlands indicated 
last night that her delegates would 
fight to strengthen the position of 
the smaller nations. 

Expressing opposition to the vot- 
ing formula, a Dutch spokesman 
said that the smaller nations would 
have "considerable reluctance” in 
signing a pact under which any 
nation, however great, could have 
“a position making it legally a judge 
in its own cause.” 

In Mexico City today the Inter- 
American Conference Committee on 
World Security adopted a resolution 
requesting changes in the world 
security plan which would allow the 
American nations to solve their own 
disputes. This request will be laid 
before the San Francisco conference. 
Sen. Walter F. George (I , Ga.), 
predicted here that the United 
States would insist on retaining the 
principles of the Monroe Doctrine 
in the regional security arrange- 
ments under the projected world 
plan. He said he believed there was 
ample protection in the voting 
formula for continuation of the 
"hands-off" policy of the Western 
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752nd. Tankers Fight Private War | Flashes From The Front 


During 300 Days In Italian Line 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 7—Fighting its own private war against the Krauts, the 752nd 
Tank Battalion has supported five American Infantry divisions with commendable impartiality 
since being commitfed to action with the 5th Army last May. 

As a separate battalion, the 752nd has been in the lines for nearly 300 consecutive days with- 
out ever having pulled its tanks behind the "light line.” From Fondi, through Rome, across the 
Arno and into the Apennines, the battalion has hammered the Germans relentlessly and with 


outstanding success. 


The 752nd men first joined the fight below Rome after 21 months of training in England, 
Tunisia and Southern Italy. They operated the Armored Force training school in Tunisia, then the 
Armored Command training school a few miles south of Naples. Occasionally the tankers griped 


about their rear echelon role.+ 


They winced when combat men 
referred to them as "School- 
teachers.” 

But long since, both the ancient 
gripe and the nickname have 
passed into limbo. The 752nd men 
now talk with pardonable pride 
of their Kraut score. The battalion's 
verified list of enemy destruction 
explains the kind of fighting 
thuy’ve had: 1,400 Germans killed 
and 484 captured; 11 German tanks 
knocked out and three disabled: 
and destroyed 21 pillboxes, 41 
wheeled vehicles, and 64 machine 
guns and artillery weapons. 

The 752nd’s accomplishments 
have necessitated 55,000 rounds to 
date. Their armored fighting ve- 
hicles each are surmounted by one 
of three cannons, 105 mm’s, 76 
mm’s, and 75 mm’s. The crewmen 
also keep machine guns, grenades 
and carbines close at hand. A var- 
iety of battle situations are within 
their scope. 

TOOK PRISONERS 

A few days following their open- 
ing tank scrap below Rome, they 
melped seal off and take prisoner 
a pocket of 600 Germans with the 
1st Special Service Force. The 
fortress of Colle Ferri was first 
penetrated by 752nd tanks, those 
cf 1st Lt. Sherwin R. Clinton, Chi- 
cago, and his Reconnaissance Com- 
pany. 

At Rome’s city limits, a well- 
aimed 88 missile smeared the front 
of one tank, blasting the crew chief 
out of the turret. Picking himself 


up, Sgt. Bill C. Roller of Cashmere, | rj yeq 


ash., scrambled into his tank, 
lifted out his trapped comrades, 
and, in a neighboring tank an hour 
later, he resumed his advance to 
Rome. 

Thick wilderness undergrowth 
and farmland hedgerows often pro- 
vided concealment when the tanks 
sneaked as close as 30 to. 100 yards 
from enemy outposts during last 
summer’s drive north of Rome. In 
one such episode, Sgt. Ned R. O’- 
Neill, Lansing, Mich., met Kraut 
grenades and machine gun fire but 
held his ground to break up the 

wunterattack outside the hillcrest 
village of Scansano. Later for an 
act that cost his life, Sgt. O’Neill 
was awarded the Silver Star post- 
humously. 


WON’T FORGET 


Before shoving off toward Pisa, 
the 752nd wrote into its history 
four battles it won’t soon forget: 
Roccastrada, Cecina, Rosignano, 
and Leghorn. 

The day ist Sgt. Edwin W. Cox 
of Tacoma, Wash., became an of- 
ficer and won a Silver Star for a 
previous deed, was the same day he 
destroyed two Mark IVs at 50 yards, 
and with his platoon inside Cecina, 
killed 40 Germans. 

The fight for Leghorn was less 
bitter for the 752nd, but the re- 
ward was great. Captured: one 
full-stocked Kraut brewery. 

Lt. Col. Hyman Bruss, Van Nuys, 

Calif., is commander of the 752nd 
Battalion. His unit has won over- 
seas: 23 Silver Stars, 51 Bronze 
wtars, one Legion of Merit, and 120 
Purple Hearts. Ten men received 
field commissions. 
. The battalion was activated about 
iour years ago at Fort Knox, Ky. 
Pacific Coast men originally filled 
its ranks, and first training was re- 
ceived at Fort Lewis, Wash., and 
Camp Young, Calif. 


Former Italian Patriots 
Praised By Alexander 


ROME, March 7—Certificates at- 





testing to the important part they |) 


played in the capture of Brisighella 
were presented to 78 former Italian 
Patriots recently, the 8th Army 
Allied Military Government an- 
nounced today. The certificates 
were signed by Field Marshal Sir 
Harold R. L. G. Alexander, Su- 
preme Allied Commander, Mediter- 
ranean. 

Attending the ceremony was Gen- 
eral Arturo Scattini, Commander of 
the Friuli Group, who said: "When 
Patriots are honored for their ef- 
forts by the Allies and the Italian 

ple the Italian Army wants to 





"Spam Can’ Of 91st Cavalry 
Recon Familiar Sight At Front 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 7—”Sneak and Peek” men 
of the 9lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, a battle-tested unit 
of the 9lst "Powder River” Division, have spent much of their 
time as uninvited guests of Kesselring’s forces. They’re always 
out in front—sometimes on reconnaissance, sometimes as a 
contact element, sometimes as infantry, but out in front. That’s 
their business. 

The probing cavalrymen were out in front with the first 
troops entering Leghorn. They were with the doughboys who 
were the first to reach the banks+ 











THOUGH THERE WAS a light haze in the late afternoon, the four 
figures were easily spotted by a 91st Division soldier standing outpost 
They have a lot of guts, he thought, moving around that way in broaq 
daylight. Still under observation. the figures crept toward the dug-in 
company. The battalion was alerted and mortars were set up to cut 
off a possible escape. A patrol, sent out to get. them, worked them. 
selves into a favorable position with a gocd field of fire and Squeezed 
their triggers. The intruders fell and the Yanks had a capital dinner— 
broiled Guinea hen. i A 4 


ADD NARROW ESCAPE DEPARTMENT: When the Jerry shel 
burst along side Cpl. Jimmy Satterthwaite of Bremerton, Wash., jt 
lifted him off the ground, ‘hurled him over a four-foot wall and slid him 
down the other side. He was shaken up but otherwise unhurt. 


* s . 


TWO OTHER GUNNERS in the same squadron as Braden in the 
340th Group want to transfer to the infantry to attend Officer Candidate 
School. Sgt. Frederick E..Disbrow of Rockaway, N. J., who has six 
missions, says the main reason he desires a change is "I’m not flying 
enough.” A photographer has been flying in his place. An old infantry. 
man, Disbrow served a couple of hitches before the war. Sgt. Kenneth 
A. Brown of Tulsa, Okla., who has 14 missions, says "I think I would 
like the infantry, though I can’t say for sure.” 


HE WAS ONLY A PFC., but Harland Pelton of Corry, Pa., served 
as lead bombardier of the 47th Bomb Group on several missions. At 
other times the lead bombardier was a lieutenant or captain. Pelton 
was promoted to staff sergeant a few days before he was shot down 
several weeks ago on his 28th mission. He is listed as missing-in action, 


THE SMITH TEAM has been broken up. Lt. Robert J. Smith of 
Nowata, Okla., A-20 pilot in the 47th Bomb Group, is looking for a 
lower gunner named Smith. S-Sgt. George E. Smith of Newark, N. J, 
Lhas completed his missions. S-Sgt. Glenn E. Smith of Charlotte, N. C., 


the first Americans to gaze on 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Their 
”"Spam-Can” armored cars rolled 
with the first troops into Marina 
di Pisa. 

The recon men tested the ram- 
parts of the Gothic Line as the 91st 
Division helped spearhead the 
breakthrough of the heavily forti- 
fied zone. Filling gaps between regi- 
ments in many aggressive actions, 
the Reconnaissance Troop rolled on 
with the Division up Route 65— 
known to them as Highway 81. 


STRANGE CONFAB 
It was in the vicinity of Pietra- 
mala, north of the Gothic Line 
astride 65, that the troopers had 
a typical "tete-a-tete” with the 
Jerries. The party was all arranged 
before the first platoon even ar- 
v 


Members of the troop had gone 
up to a Kraut observation post the 
day before, and found eight Ger- 
mans waiting for them. The troop- 
ers took seven of them prisoner 
while the other escaped. They re- 
turned the next day to see if the 
Jerries were still trying to main- 
tain an OP. 

They were. The troopers were 

ambushed by 50 Germans who 
swarmed out of the brush and 
ditches in an attempt to cut off 
the column of armored cars. Cpl. 
Earl L. Salzman, Ellsworth, Wis., 
driver of the lead car inched it 
around on the narrow road while 
the Jerries closed in. Pfc. Arthur 
Ettore, Sicklerville, N. J., trained 
his gun on a German who moved 
out from behind a haystack with a 
Panzerfaust — the German coun- 
terpart of our bazooka, known fa- 
miliarly as an "Iron Fist.” 
"My heart was in my mouth when 
I saw it pointed at our car,” de- 
clared Ettore. "It seemed that the 
bullets wouldn’t leave the gun fast 
enough: The Kraut fired and then 
dove back of the stack, but evidently 
- fire was enough to throw off his 
a m.” 

The Fist” burst about three 
yards away and the armored car 
rocked "like a Liberty Ship in a 
storm.” 

REALLY SCARED 
Meanwhile the rear peeps ma- 
chine-gunned a hole through the 
Germans who were attempting to 
cut them off from the rear. 

The platoon made a break for it. 
In a last desperate attempt to con- 
tain them the Germans ringed them 
with mortars and artillery. But they 
failed and the column lunged out 
—later moving on to the north and 
Monghidoro. 

In hot pursuit of Kesselring’s 
troops the men often found them- 
selves fighting side by side with 
their parent organization, the 91st 


of the Arno River, and among: - —~ 


No Special Classes 
Desired By Veterans 


NEW YORK, March 7—Serv- 
icemen who go back to college 
cr who enter universities for the 
first time will want to go as ordi- 
nary college students, Mark Van 
Doren, professor of English at 
Columbia University here, be- 
lieves. 

Veterans will not want an edu- 
cational program labeled "special 
for veterans,” Van Doren said, 
after interviewing several hundred 
enlisted men and officers at 
camps of the Ist Air Force. 








Sicily. In the summer of 1942, 17 
enlisted men left the squadron to 
form the 91st Reconnaissance Troop 
on the reactivation of the 91st Di- 
vision at Camp White, Ore. 


AFRICA BOUND 


After receiving preliminary train- 
ing at Camp White, and participat- 
ing in The Bend. (Oregon) Maneu- 
vers, the troop, along with the rest 
of the division, had final train- 
ing at Camp Adair, Oregon, before 
departing for Africa in April, 1944. 

The. unit received its first bap- 
tism of fire near the famous resort 
town of Rosignano, where drivers, 
mechanics, liaison and radio men 
alike had their first skirmish with 
the enemy. Since that time the 
troopers have seen more than 160 
days of front-line duty. 

The unit has received one Silver 
Star, 27 Bronze Stars, and one Di- 
vision Citation. The present troop 
commander is Capt. Clifford E. 
Lippincott, Northampton, Mass. 


Explosion In Vancouver — 
Kills Five, Injures 18 


VANCOUVER, B. C., March 7 
(AP)—A series of blasts aboard 
the 10,000 ton freighter, Green- 
hill Park, in Vancouver harbor 
yesterday, was believed to have 
killed at least five persons, hos- 
pitalized 18 men and caused heavy 
damage to the harbor area. 

The explosions caused a near- 
panic among Fundreds of persons 
in the nearby downtown business 
district of Vancouver. Scores of 
persons suffered minor injuries 
from flying glass in stores of the 
business district. 

The Greenhill Park, was oper- 
ated by Park Steamships, Inc., a 








Reconnaissance Squadron, famed 
battle-veterans of North Africa and, 


Dominion Government - owned 


find a bombardier named Smith 


the 47th Bomb Group, is beg: 


Theater. 
Richard Gimbel, formerly with the 


turret gunner, has 49 missions while Lt. Smith has 46. He never could 


LT. JOHN E. HOSTETTLER of Nashville, Tenn., an A-20 pilot in 

inning to think everything happens to him. 

His plane got shot up pretty badly and he was forced to make a crash 
landing. -Two nights later he crashed on take-off because of ice. 

LT. ROGER GIMBEL of Jenkintown, Pa., of the 47th Bomb Group, 


is one of the youngest, if not the youngest, pilot 
He is 19. He has flown three missions. 


in the Mediferranean 
. His father, Colonel 
8th Air Force, is now in the States. 





340th Bomb 


Unit Feels 


100 Mission Duo Unique 





WITH THE 12TH AIR FORCE, 
March 7—It was a_.100 mission day 


week. 

Maj. Fred W. Dyer, 27, of Den- 
ver, assistant group operations of- 
ficer, and Maj. George L. Wells, 
25 of Cedar Brook, N. J., group 
training officer, flew their 100th 
mission without a break. They are 
the first B-25 Mitchell pilots in 
Maj. Gen. John K. Cannon’s 12th 
Air Force to achieve this feat dur- 
ing one tour and are believed to 
be the only American bomber pi- 
lots in any theater to reach the 
century mark in one stretch. 

T-Sgt. Robert L. Helferich of 
Honesdale, Pa., flying as upper 
turret gunner with Dyer and Wells, 
got in his 100th. He is in his sec- 
ond tour of duty. 

"Willie,” one of the . Dogface 
Squadron’s aircraft turned in its 
100th mission when it brought back 
the trio. T-Sgt. Michael F. Tark- 
any of New Brunswick, N. J., keeps 
"Willie”. in good shape. 

The target, as usual, was one in 
the Brenner Pass. With Dyer serv- 


Ling as formation commander and 


Wells as flight leader, the Mitchells 
struck at a rail bridge over’a river 
at San Michele. The bombs from 
the first bax fell short but the suc- 
ceeding ships hit it. The most un- 
usual thing about the mission, all 
participants agreed, was the ab- 
sence of flak. 

Dyer and Wells fought one of 
their toughest battles on the 
ground getting the permission of 





Pictures 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
7—Cpl. Charles A. MacGregor of 
Stafford, Va., set up a moving pic- 
ture theater recently within a few 
thousand yards of the German 
lines. Well within shell fire, he 
opened for business in a fabricated 





corporation. 


hut hidden in a deep ravine. 


in the 340th Bomb Group this| toge 


By Sgt. TOM McRAE 
Staff Correspondent 


up commander Col, Willis F. 
man of San Antonio, to fly 
her, 

Other crew members included 
Capt. Vincent M. Myers of Apache, 
Okla., who served as bombardier; 
Ist Lt. Vernon J. Lyle of Lake- 
land, Fla., navigator, and T-Sgt. 
John S. Wisanowski of Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., radio operator-gunner. 

Dyer and Wells plan to do two 
more before leaving for 30 days in 
the States. They heard that a pilot 
in the 15th AAF flew 101 missions 
during two tours—-one in the Pa- 
cific. It may take them three or 
four weeks to surpass this un- 
confirmed record because they are 
waiting for "interesting targets.” 

Then, too, they aren’t allowed 
to fly but once a week. Qn Dyer's 
98th mission a couple of weeks ago, 
presumably against an "interest- 
ing target,” two of the aircraft in 
his box of six ships were shot down 
by flak. 

After returning they plan "to 
keep on flying till the war’s over.” 


‘Harmoneers’ Represent 
12th AAF In Songfest 


WITH THE 12TH AIR FORCE, 
March 7—The "Harmoneers” of 
the 763rd AAF band took top 
honors in the semi-finals of the 
current Barber Shop Quartet Con- 
test and will represent the 12th 
Air Force when the finals are 
conducted the last of the month. 

The Air Force choristers are: 
Sgt. Rex L. Bowman, Gary, Ind.; 
Cpl. Henry J. Seager, LeRoy, 
N. Y.; Pfc. Wayne L. Post, New- 
berg, Ore.; and Pfc. James E. 
Williams, Oyster Bay, L. I., N. Y- 

In winning the semi-finals the 
"Harmoneers” sang “Sylvia,” "Lul- 








laby of Broadway,” and "Down 
by the Old Mill Stream.” 








BARNABY ~~ 


(Courtesy PM Newspaper, Inc.) 















By CROCKETT JOHNSON 



































present to pay its respects also.” 





































Barnaby, while we're awaiting delivery of the We mustn’‘t show favoritism. Everybody shall - 
first shipment of soap, suppose we stir up a have an equal opportunity to avail themselves Suppose you leave the question 
few advance orders in the neighborhood . . of my fine product. We'll begin systematically of methodology to me . . Phd used 
can't let grass grow under my feet, you know. with the house at the tar end of the road and— to attend classes at a seminar 
Now that I'm competing in the business world— i run by the Fuller Brush people— 
But that’ 
Grass? In winter? ee old . 
... But mavbe Mom heuated 
willbuy some soap. ‘ts 
Or Jone’s mother— Revep 
CROCKETT 
© _ tagginn W948 Tee Siiengeper fn tm JOHNSON 
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ord puzzle 

An erg, aS every Crossw' 
nut will know, is a unit of work or 
energy. A scholar in physics could 
give you @ more glowing definition 
of an erg, probably explaining how 
many ergs there are in a bushel and 
stuff like that, but our interest in 
ergs is to let you know about the 
Rome open golf tournament which 
pegins today at the Rome Coun- 
y Club. 
“Ty, course, no accurate tabulation 
was possible, but it is believed that 
ist Sgt. Dugan Aycock, functioning 
as tournament chairman, set a new 
USGA record for expending ergs in 
connection with the staging of a 
urnament. 
omen the event was first con- 
ceived it was believed that probably 
100 or so GI golfers would turn up. 
Yesterday, with the starting time 
jess than 24 hours away, almost 300 
had filed their entries. ‘The pro- 
amateur event which had originally 
been planned for today was called 
off and reo the opening round 
ved up a day. 
set. Aycock, a pro at Lexington 
(N.C.) Country Club before the war, 
has been tearing at his sparse 
and munching aspirins over such 
items as where to get enough golf 
palls, how can 300 golfers play with 
40 sets of clubs, who is going to 
caddy and what will be done about 
the sheep. 


4-Legged Mowers 


The sheep present a problem uni- 
que in tournament golf. It seems 
the officials of the Rome CC ob- 
tained the services of a large flock 
of sheep to crop down the grass in 
the fairways. They make very ef- 
ficient lawn mowers but present a 
traffic hazard on a crowded links. 
Quite often it is mecessary to call 
a shepherd to clear the way for a 
toiling threesome. When last in- 
terviewed, Sgt. Aycock assured one 
and all that he had no intention of 
becoming a sheep herder no matter 
what. 

The tournament, which started 
out on a modest scale, now has as- 
sumed the proportions of a major 
international affair. ‘There are 
several British golfers entered, a 
couple of topnotch Italians and one 
from South Africa, while the pres- 
ence of Sgt. Vic Ghezzi, former na- 
tional PGA titlist, lends champion- 
ship color. 

Two generals were scheduled to 
play, a circumstance which brought 
about the intriguing picture of a 


some with a private and a noncom. 
"Tough luck, general, but I think 
you’re in the lake.” 

_ Nicest thing about the tournament 
is that it will serve to rpetuate 
the memory of two very fine young 
golfers who lost their lives on the 
5th Army front. The Ben Loving 
Trophy will go to the lowest scoring 
pro from the Pensouth area, while 
the amateurs will play for the 
Henry Styers cup. 


To Honor Loving 


Pfc. Ben Loving was one of the 
finest young pro golfers ever to 
come out of Mi om a. He started 
as a caddy in his hometown of 
Petersburg, later became pro at the 
Petersburg CC, then went on to 
more important pro jobs and always 
managed to finish somewhere in the 
money in the winter circuit tourna- 
ments. Bobby Cruikshank, among 
the best teachers of them all, had 
predicted a soli future for the 
young Virginian. 

Sgt. Henry Styers Jr., came into 
the Army just as he was about to 
embark on a promising career as an 
amateur golfer. At the age of 20, 
the Lexington (N. C.) swinger had 
00 the North Carolina junior 
c lampionship and had qualified 
ag times for the national ama- 
ay He had several course records 

his credit and was considered a 


x trophy winners will have to 
on & while for their prizes, since 
An, Will be made in America. Sgt. 
ecock has received word that 
emmin Sammy Snead, currenly 
a « hottest golfer in the States and 
exhinnge of Loving, will stage an 
~ udition late this month on Ay- 

X'S course to raise funds to 
purchase the cups. 
to ohn ack a See out eat 

é ose § , eve i 

Should go along cwhamioate = 





Auburn Books Gators 
& BURN, Ala., March 7—Auburn 
he University of Florida have 

pleted arrangements for a four- 


yea 
Beech ene and home football series, 


ar 
nounced ne tagntae of Auburn. an- 


The first game will 


G. Pts. Ave 

* Nagy, Akron 23 547 23.9 
*Hanson, Wash. St. 34 534 15.7 
Perrault, E. Wash. 29 481 16.6 
*Calverley, R. I. St. 20 4718 23.9 
*Hole, R. 1. St. 20 458 22.9 
Lewis, E. Ky. 20 450 22.5 
Henry, Rice 21 433 20.6 
*Mikan, DePaul 20 429 21.5 
*Kok, Arkansas 24 409 17.0 
*Otten, Bowling Green 24 401 16.7 
McMullin, Miss. 22 391 17.8 
McWilliams, Col. Pac. 20 366 18.3 


Ted Wilks, St. Louis Cards’ star 
rookie hurler who led both major 
leagues in winning 
year, has returned h 
unsigned remarking: "I thought I 
was a major league success till I 
looked at the terms.” 


NEXT STOP - 


‘ 


ippine e 


Robert Droz. 





The RAC champion Gladiators. L 
Edgar L. Hickman, coach, T-5 Wm. E. Randol, Sgt. Bertram 
Wallace, T-5 Maurice Harris, Sgt. Bob Wheeler, T-Sgt. Harold 
Glaeser, Ist Lt. Carl W. Bovard, 
Steele, Sgt. James McLoughlin, Sgt. Gregory Moody, Cpl. 


ZONE FINALS 








eft-to-right: standing, Capt. 


manager. Kneeling—Pfc. John 
(APS Photo by Kleinerman) 





“Gladiators In 
Role For Zone Basketball 


Dark Horse 





fied as one of the nine teams in 


ROME, March 7—Undefeated and still untested, the Air Force 
Rest Center ”’Gladiators” concluded their regular season’s play 
Tuesday night by walloping the Alcom Casabas, 54-25, in the 
finals of the Rome Area Command basketball playoffs and quali- 


the North Italy Zone Champion- 





Nagy's 547 Points 
May Not Take Tifle 


NEW YORK, March 7 (ANS) 
Fritz Nagy, Akron University star, 
finished the basketball season with 
547 points, but the peculiar finish 
in the northern division of the 
Pacific Coast Conference which 
will result in two or possibly three 
post season games between Ore- 
gon State and Washington State, 
will probably deprive Nagy of the 
national collegiate crown. Vince 
Hanson of Washington State is 
only 13 points back of Nagy and 
seems certain to overtake him. 
Another odd quirk that will 
probably deprive Nagy of the 
championship is the fact his team 
cancelled one game when it was 
learned five members of their 
prospective opponents, Brooklyn 
College, had been bribed to throw 
the game. 

Jack Perrault of Eastern Wash- 
ington is in third place, but will 
probably yield to Ernie Calverly of 
Rhode Island State whose season 
is not yet complete. 

LEADING SCORERS 





*Season incomplete. 


Wilks Dissatisfied 


ST LOUIS, March 7 (ANS)— 


pore last 
s 1945 contract 


+ships starting Monday at Flor- 


ence. 

The Gladiators will take the only 
unbeaten record into the sectional 
playoffs but they have not been 
meeting the competition of some 
of the other known contestants such 
as the 92nd Division "Buffalo Big 
A’s,” the 552nd Port Battalion 
"Rough Riders,” PBS advanced 
champions, and the five Air Corps 
teams who will be entered in the 
four-day, nine-team double elim- 
ination tournament. 


NOT EXTENDED 

The Gladiators, with four of the 
boys who made up the PBS cham- 
pions last year from Naples still 
together as a unit, have not been 
extended in the league play, the 
local playoffs or in a half-dozen 
games with outside clubs from 
Naples, Corsica and Rome. 

In all, this is the fifth consecutive 
season of play for the four Negro 
boys on the squad, T-5 Maurice 
Harris, the flasny 6-foot-4 center 
who will undoubtedly be one of the 
men to watch in the Zone finals, 
Sgt. Bertram Wallace, captain. Sgt. 
Robert Wheeler and T-5 William 
Randol, who was in his usual high 
scoring role with 20 points against 
the Alcoms. They played together 


.{ three years as students at Lincoln 


University at Jefferson City, Mo., 
and won their conference cham- 
pionship once and finished second 
once. 


LACK RESERVES 


A lack of reserves may handicap 
the Rome representatives, as after 
Set. Tex McLaughlin and -‘T-Sgt. 
Harold Glaeser, Capt. Edgar L. 
Hickman, coach of the club, is 
stuck for capable substitutes and 
as it will be necessary to play two 
and possibly three games a day at 
Florence, condition and reserves will 
be a prime factor. 

Three teams remain to be named 
for the North Itaiy Zone finals. 
Pairings will be made as soon as the 
list is completed for the first round 
Monday afternoon, March 12 at 
Florence. The Allied finals will be 


In Allied 


Vic Ghezzi Choice 


Golf Play 





More Than 300 In 72-Hole Medal Play Event; 











Hugh Devore Named 
Irish Football Coach 


SOUTH BEND, Ind., March 7 
(ANS)—Hugh Devore, line coach 
at Notre Dame. was -appointed 
acting athletic director and head 
football coach today succeeding 
Ed McKeever who recently re- 
Signed to accept the head coach- 
ing job at Cornell. Devore will 
hold both positions until the re- 
turn of Frank Leahy, now on 
active service with the Navy. 

Devore was selected after con- 
Sideration had been given to 
Adam Walsh and Clem Crowe, 
both with Notre Dame now on 
leave from Bewdoin and Xavier 
respectively. Devore will take 
over immediately. He played end 
in 1931-'33 and coached at Ford- 
ham, Providence and Holy Cross 
before returning to his alma 
mater. 








DePaul In Invitation: 
lowa U. Won't Play 


CHICAGO, March 7 (ANS) 
DePaul became the latest school 
to enter post-season basketball 
competition today when the Blue 
Demons accepted a bid to play in 
the National Invitation tourna- 
ment at Madison Square Garden. 
DePaul joins St. John's, Tennes- 
see, Rhode Island State and Muh- 





lenberg who have already ac- 
cepted bids. 

The eastern NCAA has at- 
tracted only Kentucky while the 
Oklahoma Aggies, Arkansas and 
Utah, the defending national 


champions, have already signified 
their intentions of playing in the 
western half of the NCAA. The 
fourth team in the western tour- 
ney will probably be the winner 
of the Pacific Coast League north- 
ern division playoff between Ore- 
gon State and Washington State. 





IOWA CITY, March 7 (ANS)— 
Iowa University’s basketball team, 
champions of the Big Ten, has 
voted to reject any bids to post 
season tournaments and that de- 
cision will not be altered, univer- 
sity officials said today. 

The players voted last night and 
while the ballots count was not 
announced it was rumored to have 
been unanimous. The Hawkeyes 
had been expected to receive a bid 
to participate in the eastern tour- 
nament of the NCAA at New York. 


Coaches Guilford 


GREENSBORO, N. C., March 7 
(ANS)—William (Doc) Newton, who 
recently completed a contract with 
South Carolina where he coached 
football last year, yesterday was 
appointed director of physical edu- 
cation and head football coach at 
Guilford College succeeding the late 








held in the same gym March 26-31 


Charles D Smith. 


Zimmerman, Dudley In Today’s Field 


By Pvt. MERRELL WHITTLESEY 
Staff Correspondent 

ROME, March 7—The Rome Open Golf Championship, origi- 
nally intended to be a compact little tournament for an expected 
handful of entrants, starts tomorrow with a field of more than 
300 paired including Sgt. Vic Ghezzi, the ‘41 PGA Champion, a 
former British Ryder Cup player, three American generals and 
an unexpected representation from the 5th Army’s front-line 
—¢* troops. 


| Half of the bulky field will play 
jan 18-hole round tomorrow, the 
other half will start play Friday 
and the low 100 scorers will be 
eligible for a second 18 on Satur- 
day. Sunday’s 36-hole finals will be 
limited to the low 60 players at the 
halfway mark. 

The conditions will undoubtedly 
be the strangest under which a 
tournament of this size has ever 
been held but officials are hopeful 
of completing the event in regula- 
tion time by reducing the size of: the 
oy in the 72-hole meddl play 
event. 


GOLF BALLS SCARCE 


The supply of golf balls is limited 
to those picked up by the individual 
players and some of the pellets seen 
in the practice rounds are real 
fugitives from a practice bag. Each 
threesome will have one set of 
assorted sticks and the committee 
will supply two tees to a contestant, 
neatly tied in red ribbons. 

The course, stretched to 6,439 
yards from the championship tees, 
has only 16 holes and the players 
will replay the first and second 
holes to complete the par 71, 18-hole 
round. The grass is mowed by a 
herd of sheep, which present an 
unnatural hazard. Fore caddies will 
be stationed over the course to 
protect the precious supply of golf 
balls. 

Play will start at 9 AM tomorrow 
and continue through 11:30 and 
after an hour's lapse will continue 
from 12:30 until 2 o’clock from the 
first tee. Trucks will leave the 5th 
Army Rest Center, Air Force Rest 
Center and Excelsior Hotel starting 
at 8 AM. Pairings will be displayed 
at the above places and the club. 
Ghezzi, recently arrived overseas 
after an 84-match exhibition tour 
for Special Service, will play at 11 
o'clock and is in the favorite’s role. 
The world-famous golf professional 
from Deal, N. J., is stationed at a 
Revlacement Depot. The best of the 
Italian pros, Ugo Grelli, who has 
played the course in sub-70 figures 
on numerous occasions, will be the 
first player. 

ROBINSON LISTED 
Other prominent golfers listed to 
play tomorrow include: Sl-c Al 
Zimmerman, winner of all major 
toayrnaments in the Pacific North- 
west; Sgt. W. J. Robinson, ex-Phila- 
delphia amateur champ; Lt. Charles 
Dudley, winner of the Asheville- 
Biltmore Invitation; Ist Lt. J. Cor- 
relius, former assistant pro to Mac 
Smith at Glendale, Calif.; 1st Lt. 
Fred _Bolton, a long-hitter from 
Bethesda, Md., and Sgt. Chester 
Taylor, former pro at Lake Cham- 


paign, N. Y. 
Former British Ryder Cupper, 
Lance Bdr. Al Dailey and his 


brother, Btry. QM. Sgt. Dailey will 
play Friday. 

Brig. Gen. Thoburn K. Brown, 
commanding general of the Rome 
Allied Area Command is the chair- 
man of the Technical Committee. 
Ist Sgt. Dugan Aycock, chairman 
of the Tournament Committee, has 
predicted the winning score wil! be 
292, eight over par. The prize money, 
with a 2 dollar fee from all contest- 
ants and 200 dollars posted by the 





host club, will exceed 800 dollars. 





DICK TRACY 


(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 





AY, I'M A FREE WOMAN. 
I HAVE MY RELEASE PAPERS. 
I CAN GO.ANY TIME. I 
WAS ONLY WORKING HERE , 
FOR A 
Du; 


SALARY. 


a 
recat 
"h 
it 








played here 


Nov. 3. 


YOU SEEM TO BE LEAVING 
EVENING, G 
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AND THE DOOR OF 
THE PUMP HOUSE 
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10th Mounta 


in Smashes 


4 Miles Through Krauts 


(Continued from page 1) 


barricades and installations as fast;corner of my eye in the next room. 
as Rover Joe ground observers cquid|I swung my carbine around and told 


point them out. i 

Supporting the attack, Brazilian 
troops moving forward in the 
pocket just east of the Americans 
took Crocette di Sotto and other 
strategic ground while capturing a 
number of prisoners. 

Spearheaded by two infantry reg- 
iments attacking side by side on a 
two-mile front, the mountaineers 
were momentarily stopped on the 
first day of the attack by mortars 
and heavy artillery as they drove 
on their first two objectives — the 
3,308-foot Mt. Terminale and the 
equally-tall Mt. Della Vedetta. Both, 
however, were taken in less than 
three hours. 

HARDEST OF DAY 

The hardest fighting of the day 
re y took place in Iola, a town 
just beyond Mt. Terminale, where 
Kraut infan en barricaded 
themselves in the cellars of farm- 
houses and fired machine guns 
through the windows. Late this 
afternoon, the engineers had almost 
finished clearing mines from most 
of the Pistoia-Modena blacktop 


road. Many tanks and TDs could 
be seen slowly snaking their way 
around Mt. Torraccia this morning 
while others 


toward the front, 








climbed to the crest of dominant 
ne and fired high explosive 
shells into the German positions. 

The attackers had an unexpected 
break when the Germans were 
caught in the act of relieving a 
regiment of troops in the Torraccia 
area. An entire battalion headquar- 
ters staff was captured, along with 
scores of others who didn’t have a 
chance to get set for what struck 
them. 

Everywhere along tite front Sat- 
urday afternoon, grim . American 
doughfeet were directing groups of 
PWs to the rear. First Lt. John S. 
Sheahan of Brooklyn, an engineer, 
had five of them in tow. 

"I walked into a farmhouse look- 
ing for booby traps,” he explained, 
"when I spotted a Kraut out of the 


Colonel Acquitted 





In Shooting Of EM|22 





(Continue... from page 1) 


witnesses said, when the lieutenant 
colonel, stan 
fired twice 


e wreckage 
of the flight compartment. 

At the court martial, defense 
counsel Lt. Col. John Hendren of 
Kansas City, rather than base his 
case on the contention that the 
shooting was an act of mercy, 
brought out testimony intended to 
show the defendant had acted ir- 
ra y under great emotional 


‘main pillar of the defense 
‘Was medical testimony and the con- 
dition of the victim’s body when it 
was recovered. con- 
tention left reasonable doubt that 
the sergeant had indeed died from 
bullets rather than from burning. 

The juittal came when the pro- 
secution failed to the necessary 
two-thirds majority for conviction 
among the seven members which 
the court martial manual requires 
for a charge of this type. 


336th Regt. Lieutenant 
Saves Drowning Corporal 





ROME, March 7—Cpl. Harmon 
Hayes of Chicago, Ill., was saved 
from drowning at the Rest Center 
yesterday when he was rescued 
from the swimm 


ids, Mich., a member of the 336th 
Infantry Regiment. 

Lt. Browne —— Hayes lying 
on the bottom of the pool. He dived 
in, brought Hayes to the surface, 
hauled him from the pool and ap- 
plied artificial respiration until 
medics revived him, 


him to get the hell out of there. 
Much to my surprise, five of them 
came out crying and begging me 
not to shoot them.” 

Another Kraut escorter was Pvt. 
Scotty Fisher of Long Island, N. Y., 
with ten of them. 

"T started out with two,” he said, 
"and picked the rest a on my way 
back from the front. I don’t know 
where the hell they came from. 
They just popped out of the valleys 
and hidden bunkers and gave them- 
selves up.” 

Blood-stained Germans lay dead 
along the trails and.on the ridges 
and in the valleys. Yank medics 
had their hands full evacuating 
them to the rear where they were 
stacked in small groups. 

As the attack moved into its sec- 
ond day, the mountain-trained 
doughboys jumped off Sunday 


morning after another terrific artil- | PT 


lery barrage and their attack was 
again covered by constant air sup- 
rt . 


port. 

Visible from their new positions 
on the right flank is Highway 64, 
one of the main arteries across 
numerous ridges and valleys into 
the Po Valley city of Bologna, while 
the seizure of Mt. Acidola and the 
road junction at Sassalolara cuts 
off a vital lateral supply route for 
the German troops still fighting in 
this sector. 





FIVE MILE GAIN 


ADVANCED AFHQ., March 7 — 
In the biggest offensive operation 
since the end of the Gothic Line 
assault last November, elements of 


by Brazilian troops, jumped off 
March 3rd west of the Bologna- 
Pistoia highway and Ss yesterday 
afternoon had advanced up to five 
miles, cleared the enemy from 
many dominating hills in front of 
our lines northeast of Mt. Della 
Torraccia, and captured more than 
1,200 prisoners of war. 

The "limited objectives” attack 
apparently took the Germans by 
surprise. Many prisoners came into 
our lines the day before the attack 
began and among the 1,200 taken 
later was a Kraut battalion com- 
mander and his entire staff plus a 
whole German company. 

The advance of the 10th Moun- 
tain Division, which had been 
cloaked in the secrecy of a "secur- 
ity news blackout” until this morn- 
ing, was made through the rough, 
rugged terrain which characterizes 
the central sector of the Italian 
front, and against enemy artillery, 
mortar and automatic weapons fire. 
In addition to the large toll of en- 
emy prisoners taken, the Krauts are 
believed to have suffered heavily 
in killed and wounded. 


SERVES AS TEST 


Although the taking of key moun- 
tain features a Fame | LB... pa 
urpose oO e four-day at- 

tack, the operation also served as a 

t and battle indoctrination course 
or the new and largely untried 10th 
Mountain Division. The units ac- 
et their missions with rela- 
tively few casualties and proved to 
be a battle-wise division able to 
take its place among the best. 

To the east, Brazilian troops as- 
sisted in the first day’s attack by 
capturing the towns of Rocca Piti- 
gliana and San Maria Villiana. In 
subsequent days of the offensive 
operation, the Americans sec 
Mt. Grande d’Aiano, Mt. Della Cas- 
tellano, Mt. Spicchione, Mt. Della 
Spe and the town of Castel d’Aiano. 
Brazilian troops to the east cap- 
tured Castelnuovo and several other 
nearby localities. 


Liberator’s 200th Mission 
Hifs Rail Junction At Ora 


15TH AAF, March 7—A B-24 Lib- 
erator group commanded by Col. 
Elisw R. Jacoby of Kansas City, 
Mo., recently completed its 200th 
combat on. e 200th job was 
an attack on rail yards at Ora, 
Italy, junction for the Germans on 
the Italian front. The first mission 
took place on Jan. 8, 1944. 

The veteran group has taken part 
in some of the outstanding air blows 
of the war in the Balkans, north 
rely, southern Germany and Aus- 

a 


Col. Jacoby, a veteran of 40 mis- 
sions over German-occupied terri- 





.jtory, has received the DFC. 


Gifts 
WASHINGTON, March 7—Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt has _ received, 
through the President, a gift from 
Emperor Haile Selassie, of a gold 
bracelet and from King Ibn Saud 
of some fine shawls, ’ 


Soviet Guns Pound | ADMINISTRATOR 
Stettin Approaches; ) 
Oder Push Reported 


(Continued from page 1) 


Stalin disclosed that Marshal Ro- 
dion Malinovsky’s 2nd Ukrainian 
Army Group, unheard from in many 
days, had captured Banska Stia- 
vnica in Czechoslovakia, 115 miles 
northeast of Vienna and 50 
north of Budapest. 

Stettin was in serious danger as 
Russian artillery interrupted, at 
least temporarily, traffic on the 
main Stettin-Berlin line, where it 
runs south of Angermunde. The 
line was under fire from Russian 
guns on the Oder’s east bank and 
from planes which made continu- 







































FRED M. VINSON 
«.. with unusual speed... 


Vinson’s RFC Job 


wa: 
and-a-half mile strip of land 
separating Dammischer See from 
the Oder estuary and that offers 






ted 10th Ameri- | }' 


ern | tod: 


Stettin. 
forces were reported less than 12 
_— from the Oder opposite Stet- 
west bank of the river. 

Farther north the 
faced another menace on the east 
the Red 


the mouth of the Oder, and pushed 


of Mars 


destruction of a surrounded Ger- 
man group and took 1,000 prison- 
ers, inclu 


night’s Soviet communique. 
The liberation of Grudziadz, Po- 


miles south of Danzig, 
at Danzig. The town has been un- 


cluding General Pritsche, 
staff 


that Gestapo chief 


—their death. 


900 Heavies Blast 
Dortmund Oil Plants 


on German ge massed at Wesel 
on the Rhine, with a seven-pronged 
attack on oil plants in the Dort- 
mund area-and the large railway 
viaduct at Bielfeld. 









fighters as they surged over western 
Germany in the 23rd straight day 
of what the Associated Press de- 
scribed as a record air offensive. 

Heavy bombers of the RAF, be- 










Rugen in the Baltic Sea which has 
been serving the Nazis as a termi- 
nal port for the evacuation and 
sup of East Prussia. 

e oil refinery at Muster also 
was attacked and Mosquitoes un- 
loaded 4,000-pound bombs on Berlin 
for the 15th consecutive night. 





a@ path to the positions north of 


































To the east of Stettin Zhukov’s 


The port, which is Berlin’s 
outlet to the sea, stands on the 


Germans 


shore of the Oder estuary where 
Army captured Tessin, 
eight miles south of Cammin at 


toward Wollin, which controls the 
railway and highway between the 
Oder estuary and the Pomeranian 


ay. 
Southwest of captured Koslin, 

ps Konstantin 
Rokossovsky’s 2nd White Russian 
Army Group were engaged in the 


g Lt. Gen. von Selow 
and his staff, according to last 


lish town on the lower Vistula 50 
Rokossovsky to throw more troops 


der siege for two weeks. More than 
5,000 prisoners were captured, in- 
com- 
mander of the garrison, and his 


A dispatch from Grudziadz said 
Heinrich 
Himmler had recently ordered the 
garrison to hold on until death 


LONDON, March 7—More than 
900 heavy bombers of the 8th AAFP 
followed up the RAF’s all-night blitz 


The heavies were escorted by 250 






side the continuous assault on 


Okayed By Senate 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (ANS) 
—The Senate yesterday confirmed 
President Roosevelt’s nomination of 
Fred M. Vinson to be the next Fed- 
eral Loan Administrator. Acting 
with unusual speed, the chamber 
approved the appointment of the 
55-year-old Kentuckian to head the 
40-billion dollar RFC and allied 
lending agencies. 

The action was taken on a voice 
vote without a word of debate. Vin- 
son thus steps out as Economic Sta- 
bilization Director tc assume the 
authority which Congress had 
stripped from the Commerce De- 
partment, before the Senate con- 
firmed the Cabinet nomination of 
Henry A. Wallace. 


U. 5. Officials Eye 
Italy And Rumania 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (AP)— 
American diplomatic officials were 
watching today with growing con- 
cern the spread of internal disturb- 
ances in Rumania and Italy. 

Although the troubles in these 
countries stem from _ different 
causes, both involve Communist 
leadership in opposition to the gov- 
ernment which has been in power. 
There was a possibility that each 
might bring into play principles, if 
not the actual machinery of the 
Big Three decisions at Yalta, for 
the handling of liberated European 
countries. 


spectacular political explosion, but 


which were potentially more dan- 
gerous to the peaceful settlement of 
European affairs. Rumania was so 
completely within the Russian 
sphere of influence that there was 
strong belief here that the Soviet 


that country, and of attempts to 
establish what was regard here 
as a minority in positions of power. 
The Italian outburst was attrib- 
uted more to the awkward handli 
of Italian affairs by the Allied Mili- 
tary Government and by the bung- 
| inertia of Premier Ivanoe Bon- 
omi’s Government which allowed 
Lt. Gen. Mario Roatta to escape. 





Will Wear 


WASHINGTON, March 7 (ANS) 
—Details for the new badge for 
combat service by members of the 
Medical Department assigned or at- 
tached to the infantry were an- 
nounced by the War Department 


ay. ; 

The badge is silver metal, elliptical 
in shape, with the Medical Depart- 
ment’s Caduceus insignia and Ge- 
neva Cross superimposed on a litter 
surrounded by a wreath of oak 
leaves. It is to be worn on the left 
breast, above decorations and serv- 
ice ribbons. 

The badge will be awarded to 
Medics assigned or attached during 
combat to medical detachments of 
infantry regiments, battalions, or 





elements thereot since Dec. 7, 1941. 
Enlisted men and officer personnel 





Here’s What The Medics 


As Insignia 


below the grade of major are eligi- 
ble. It may be awarded to a regi- 
mental surgeon regardless of rank. 

The regimental commander is au- 
thorized to make the award for 
"satisfactory performance of duty 
under actual combat conditions.” He 
is given the power to withdraw the 
badge if the individuai fails to per- 
form his duty satisfactorily. 

Since medics are protected under 
the Geneva Convention, the right 
to wear the badge may be tempor- 
arily withdrawn upon transfer or 
assignment of the individual to 
duties other than medical, in which 
he may come in contact with the 
enemy. The right to wear the badge 
will be restored on relief from com- 
bat duties or on reassignment to 
the Medical Department. 











Italy produced the latest, most! 


Rumania seems to involve issues} 


Coblenz Threatened 
By U. S. 3rd; Bonn 
Neared By 1st Army 


(Continued from page 1) 


the U. S. 9th and the Canadian ist 
strengthened their grip on the west 
bank of the Rhine north of Neuss 
and com the last sizeable 
ehead opposite Wesel. 
tish 2nd Army, the thirg 
army commanded by Field Marsha] 
Montgomery and still unengaged, 
was ready, according to persistent 
German reports to attempt a bridg. 
ing of the Rhine. 

Front-line dispatches from the 9th 
Army front in the vicinity of Hom. 


urg 
hundreds of white flags 4a). 
ready were fluttering from the 
housetops of this threatened city. 
MOSELLE SECTOR 


Current interest on the western 
front was concentrated in the Mo. 
selle sector where the 3rd Army, in 
a drive reminiscent of its spectacu- 
lar dash across France, broke out 
of its Kyll River bridgehead north 
of Trier and headed pell-mell for 
the Rhine. 

Latest fragmentary reports placed 
General Patton’s forces at Monreal, 
some four miles west of Mayen, and 
within 14 miles of the Rhine north 
of Coblenz. Three streams of tanks 
were  edeentt in the break. 
throug. 


The Nazis, in a wild flight before 
the 3rd Army columns, abandoned 
mountains of supplies, including 
sufficient equipment for three ar- 
tillery battalions, hundreds of ve- 
hicles and numbers of tanks. The 
loot included stores stacked for 
miles alongside the roads. In the 
advance, the 3rd Army overran a 
German corps headquarters near 
Meisburg, west of the Kyll, and cap- 
tured the corps commander and his 
staff. 

WESEL BRIDGEHEAD 


pressed the Nazi holdings to an 
area some eight miles long and four 
miles deep and a Reuter’s corre- 
spondent said that the bridgehead 
now only was of nuisance value. 

Wesel itself on the east bank of 
the Rhine, was attacked continu- 
ously yesterday, last night and again 
today by Allied planes which struck 
at masses of enemy troops, armor 
and transport withdrawn from the 
Rhineland. 

Meanwhile, a Reuter’s dispatch 
from Washington, quoted an "au- 
thoritative military observer” as 
Saying that the Allies would not 
attempt a crossing of the Rhine in 
force until positions on the west 
bank are consolidated south to the 
Moselle. He forecast a convergence 
of the U. S. 1st and 3rd Armies at 
Coblenz. 





Tito Completes Formation 
Of Yugoslav 6 Government 


BELGRADE, March 7—Marshal 
Tito completed the formation of his 
new United Yugoslav Government 
Powusls, 4S nay come | it to the 

V ency Council. 

Marshal Tito,” who was called 
upon by the Regents to form the 
Government, will be Premier, with 
Dr. Ivan Subasic, who headed the 
exiled Yugoslav Government, serv- 
ing as Foreign Minister. 

Other Cabinet leaders are Dr. 
Malan Grol, Vice Premier; Dr. Josef 
Smodlaka, Minister Without Port- 


N8! folio, and Vlado Zecevich, Minister 


of the Interior. 


EAM Accuses Plastiras 
Of Breaking Agreement 


ATHENS, March 7 (UP)—The 
central committee of EAM today 
handed a memorandum to the 
Ministers of the United States, 
Great Britain and France, alleg- 
ing that the Greek Government 
was transgressin the Varzika 
agreement and heading toward 
establishing an anti-liberal state, 
it was reported in Athens today. 

e note referred to un- 
justified arrests of their support- 
ers and ill treatment of demobi- 
lized ELAS men and said that 
EAM newspapers were not permit- 
ted to circulate freely. 


New Kaiser idea 


WASHINGTON, March 7 — 
Shipbuilder Henry A. Kaiser told 
a Senate committee today that 
plans are complete for an aluminum 
destroyer. He predicted we shall see 
aluminum destroyers making 
knots an hour. 
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